DOCUMENT EESUME 



ED 135 687 



SO 009 781 



riTi£ 

INSHTUTION 
PUB LATE 

EDE5 PRICE 
DESC5IPT0RS 



IDENTIFIERS 



AESIRACT 



A Study Guide for Constir uxjions in Effect in New 
York. 

New York State Education Dept. , Albany. Bureau of 

General Education Curr.'^ culum Davelopment. 

76 

82p . 

MF-$0.83 fiC-$4.67 Plus Postage. 

^American Govermnent (Course) ; Civics; Civil 

Li be r ties ; * Cons tit utional His-tor y ; Government Role ; 

* History Instruction; Human Dignity; Instructional 

Materials ; Secondary Education ; * State Government ; 

State Legislation; Study Guides 

*New York; ^State History 



Th'e study guide presents background information^ 
questions and answers, primary source material, and guidelines 
designed to provide secondary schools with basic sources for 
observing how the New York stare system evolved from the colonial 
experience and the precedents established by the first state 
constitution. The documents in the publication are to be used 
selectively in the classroom by teachers to stress the role of state 
constitutions in providing a government under law. The first chapter 
sketches the background of the New York State Constitution of 1777. 
Forty-one questions are presented to be answered by students after 
reading selected material in the study guide. The second chapter 
discusses the colonial government of New York through excerpts from a 
1774 governor's report. A letter of transmittal of the Constitution 
of 1777 is included in original handwriting in the third chapter. A 
handwritten sample of the 1777 Constitution of the State of New York 
is presented in the fourth chapter. The bul); of the document, 
contained in chapter five, is a reprint of the 1846 Constitution of 
the State of New York. The last chapter presents a 1977 referendum 
that includes the questions, who should serve as delegates? what 
changes should be made? and what kind or government should New York 
state have? (Author/D£) 
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FOREWORD 



C'^y.: tituci'-mcj Eff^<'/t In i^Jeio Yai'k is designed for use in schools 
during B icentenn La I observances, and for many years to come. It provides 
a reminder that we are not only celebrating the declaration of independent 
status, but also commemorating the establishment of working governmental 
systems in each of the states and In che nation. 

Nineteen hundred and seventy-seven Is the two hundredth anniversary 
of the framing of the first Constitution In New York State. T'he documents 
included in this pu!)lIcatIon provide schools with the basic sources for 
observing how our present State system has evolved from the colonial experi- 
ence and the ()recedents established by the first State Constitution. 

Robert Ne i derberger , social studies teacher, the Milne Schools, Albany, 
and Kathcrine B. Johnson, formerly education coordinator for the New York 
State FUcentennlal Commiss i on, have identified the pertinent documents and 
prepared suggestions for classroom use. The project was under the direction 
of the Bicentennial Committee of the General Education and Curricular 

Services branch of the Department, chaired by Donald H. Bi'-agaw, chief , 

Bureau o f Soc Ta I S tuclic.s,. Education, ■ ■and^ associate , Bureau 

•of 'i'orergh' Language Education. Janet M. Gilbert, associate. Bureau of 
General F:;ducatIori Curriculum Development, was in general charge of the 
project and prepared th.e manuscript for printing. 



VIVIENNE ANDERSON 

Assistant Commissioner for 

General Education and Curricular Services 
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STUDY GUIDE FOR CONSTITUTIONS IN EFFECT IN NEW YORK 



TO THE TEACHER 

".,.j'h-: ,V..v Y '^-ir. :.r>: !'//?, ... Tht: t i'Liyui it i:^K j'vo'rn [^ri tick pvovuiae to an 

x.'-j •-.••i.j ..; ; r:' i^-jKiz-:: : r .> ■ l I L rrjdc^u:' . Th'/i'^J ";ar;j r'.mrtty quetltlofis to aolve 

•.:;'.f'.; i'l.i i { : u \ l^y.j ,? i a:.. -r' .'.juld be ::abl i.ih'.:cL ih^ u\:'-'*k o; John Jay in partiaulaVj 

'h-- ■/;* v;.-; .V,-;'.; '{.''< J'.^i:-: ' ' tu t i::;^: .vi-I :?;* the pclit:.'.^al j^ryiuses of eighteen- 



In Ti.;-[)i.c l.ucri I aijid State riovarnmoiit ai^ijj Civic Kosponsih i 1 i ty of the Socinl Studies syllnbiis for ' 
Grade there arc :scvera 1 . ujuJe rs tand i ngs related to the State Constitution. These fulfill the require- 
ments of the U'iiislativo mandate thrit "the Reiients shall prescribe courses of instruction in the history, 
meaning.. ; i i'.n i f i canc'j and L'ffect of the provision of... the Constitution of the State of New York and'tlie 
amendments thereto." At this particular time in history, they offer an ojiportunity for students to 
devel'.jp a neiv aj)nr<.'C i at iofi of the im[)ortancu of a constitution in providing for a government under law. 

A problem which the teacher f<ices in corifronting a myriad of primary source material such as this 
is how to incorporate it into the classroom experience without it becoming more content to cover. 
Students forced to deal with the details of the colonial description of government, plus the two 
Constitutions contained withir; tliis publication, as well as the many-paged State Constitutions and 
amendments now in force for which the citation is given will develop little appreciation of the document's 
3 i iiii i f icance , Under no circumstances should it be regarded as a workbook, simply to be reproduced in its 
entirety aiul placed in the ^riidents' hands. Teacher discretion is needed to select those portions most 
useful for the stiidonts. ■ ' 

rhe questions prouosed in the study ^'.uide are intended as guidelines for tlie teacher in determining 
-how.- th i s source mater i a 1 can be used to help students reach the understandings in the syllabus. For 
example, questions which suggest comparisons between the various State Constitutions are directly related 
to tlio understanding which deals with constitutional change reflecting the changing needs of the people. 

Individual students or small groups could be assigned to research points raised in a specific ques- 
tion. The Constitution in effect in 1876 and the present Constitution could be analyzed to identify 
those elements not necessary to include in a constitution, that is, not limiting or distributing power 
or defining the mechanics of the governmei\ta 1 operation. The Constitution of 1777 could be compared to 
the colonial government described in Covornor Tr\"on's report, as a means of learning how much of the 
governmental proeess is .iictated b\' previous experience and tradition. 

Although it had l;een pi aimed to reproduce the Constitution of 1777 in handwriting in its entirety 
in order to lend a note of authenticity, reproduction proved to be so poor that most pages were illegible. 
Accordingly, only a few handwritten pages have been selected, and a printed version has been included. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION OF 1777 



Although 1976 is the nation's bicentennial, 1977 is the bicentennial 
of the Nev/ York Stat^ Constitution. Drafted and instituted in a revolu- 
tionary era, the New York State Constitution of 1777 bridges the gap between 
the dying and emerging political orders. It is a milestone in the efforts 
of Americans to reconcile freedom and control. 

In 1777, the same year that the New York State Constitution was drafted, 
the Articles of Confederation were adopted by the Continental Congress, 
During the protracted process of ratifying them which lasted until 1789, 
various states established new governments based on newly drafted constitu- 
tions. The New York State Constitution of 1777 and most other constitutions 
were similar in several respects. 

As in other state constitutions, the theoretical premise of che New 
York Constitution was the concept of a social contract. Throughout the 
document the people are identified as the source of authority which 
legitimizes the actions of the Convention.' Another similar significant 
characteristic was the separation of powers ^mong the executive, legislative, 
and judicial branches of government. To insure the judiciary's independence, 
judges of the supreme court (statewide level) and first judges of each county 
court were to be appointed until age sixty Cpending good behavior). In New . 
York as in all states, property qualifications for voting and office holding 
restricted control of the government to the wealthier upper classes. 
Electors for Governor and the Senate were required to be freeholders pos- 
sessed of freeholds of the value of 100 pounds, while electors for the 
Assembly were required to own freeholds of 2.0 pounds or pay rents of 40 
shillings a year. Since then, the d.eletion of property qualifications has 
broaden^'d the franchise. In most states the governor was chosen for a one- 
year term by the legislature; in New York, those electors qualified to vote 
for the upper house of the state legislature elected the governor to a three- 
year term. 

Contained within the New York State Constitution were guarantees of 
several basic liberties; e.g,, jury trial, which !iad been threatened by pre- 
Revol utionary laws. Continuity with the past was insured through the reten- 
. tion of substantial parts of English common law and statutes as well as 
acts of the legislature of the Colony of New York, Reminiscent of the 
English Ki ng-i n-Counci 1 , The Appointment Council was both a vestige of the 
past and an innovative device. 



Wi.th the advent of the U,S. Constitution in 1 789, some functions of 
the New York State government, as outlined in the New York Constitution 
became responsibilities of the federal government (e,g., nationalization of 
immigrants) or lessened in significance (e,g,, the governor as military 
leader). Protection of individual rights were incorporated in the Federal 
^. .-^^ Bi n sOf ...^Rlgh.,t^s^,. ^b.i^t^s.w^&]^^\|e^^^^^^^ CwA C:\A Aij/ 

The similarities between the United States Constitution drafted in 1787 
and the New York State Constitution of 1777 are striking. The ineffective- 
ness of government under the Articles of Confederation suggested the inap- 
propria teness of that model. Experiences gained with the more successful .> 

„^ s, ^ ,\ ,v , .\ A , C' I A C'A/\ Cia\ r. i/\ i' i/\ r i/\ h/\ i/\ ti 
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model typified by t lev/ York suggested their application at. the national 
1 evel , 

The Federal Constitution and the model of government finally instituted 
in 1789 were products of' lessons learned from the experiments in government 
that included the Article of Confederation, the Nev/ York Constitution, 
and similar state constitutions. 
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QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE NEW YORK CONSTITUTION OF 1777 



Questions 1-7 relate to the first two pages of the New York State 
Constitution of 1777. See material beginning on page 17. 

1. What reasons were given for setting up, temporary governments? 
Why did the Constitution writers feel that a more permanent 
government was necessary? 

2. "The primary function of government is protection." With this 
statement in mind, what arguments advanced by the Continental 
Congress supported the establishment of local governments in which 
"all the powers of government (v;ould be) executed under the 
authority of the people of the colonies"? 

3. What action did the Continental Congress recommend to colonial 
assemblies and conventions? Why? 

4. What basic recommendations was the New York Convention making to 
"the electors in the several counties in'this colony"? What 
procedures are indicated? 

5. In the interim between the decline of British authority and the 
emergence of the duly constituted American systems of governments, 
what was the nature of the quasi -government and the communication 
network that developed in the colonies? How were these interim 
organizations similar to or different from comparable bodies in 
other national revolutions? 

6. Why is the Declaration of Independence included within this 
document? 

7. What is the political philosophy underlying the action taken by 
members of the New York Convention, representatives of the 
Continental Congress, and members of other colonial bodies of 
similar persuasion? (What are the historical origins of this 
body of political theory?) How does their reasoning reflect the 

/'social contract" theory? 

8. In whose name does the Convention of 1777 claim to act? In- other 
words, -where did ultimate political sovereignty rest? How did 
this contrast with the British model? See page 15. 



Determi nations 



Questions 1-28 relate to Paragraphs 1-42 of -the New York State 
Constitution of 1777. 

.1. According to members of the Convention, what was or is the source 
of all authority in New York? (§.1) 

2. How was the legislature of the State of New York to be 
constituted? U.Z) 

3. What checks were instituted? To guard against the possibility of 
the legislature hastily passing laws inconsistent with the public 
good, how would these mechanisms work? What contemporary procedures 
serve these purposes? (5.3) 

4. How was representation in the Assembly to be apportioned? (§.4) 
How was this representation to be modified, to reflect changes"'^''^" ' 
in population after 1777? (§.5) 

To what extent has the substance and the intent of the Convention's 
determinations concerning representation in the New York State 
Assembly changed since 1777? 

5. What "fair experiment" was proposed in voting procedures in the 
State? How was this voting to be conducted? (§.6) 

6. What were the qualifications for voting? (§.7) What was required 
of each elector before voting? (§.8) 

7. In what ways does paragraph 9 suggest the significance of continuity 
of democratic government in New York State? 

8. How did the size of the Senate compare with that of the Assembly? 
(ii.lO) How did voting qualifications for the election of State 
Senators diTrer from those for the election of State Assemblymen? 

7, 10) What might have been the rationale behind the division 
of. the Senate into two classes with staggered elections? (§.11) 
How was representation in the State Senate to be apportioned? How 
was this apportionment to be modified in future years? (§.12) [See 
paragraph 15 for the remainder of the design.] Since then, to what 
extent has the substance and the intent of this design been altered? 

9. How were additional counties and districts to be formed? (§.12) ♦ 
What socioeconomic interests were prominently reflected in the 
composition of the State Senate? Why? 

10. What is the essence of paragraph 13? What is this concept usually 
called? What is the relevance of this concept today? 

11. What means were specified to facilitate cooperation between the 
two houses of the legislature? (.^.14, 15) 
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12. What was the projected inaxiiiiufn growth to the membership of the 
Assembly and Senate? How war. appointment to be handled when the 
maximuin luenibershi ps were reached? (s.l5)' 

13. How was the supreme executive authority of the State to be 
constituted? What were the regulations regarding election of the 
Governor? (b.l7) What were the Governor's powers and duties? 
(u.l7, 19) How do these responsibilities compare with those 
presently associated with the office of Governor? What were the 
specified responsibilities of the Lieutenant Governor? What are 
they today? 

14. What subsequent national events negated the prominent military 
role (paragraph 20) accorded the Governor of New York? 

15. If the Governor were to be absent as a result of death, impeach- 
ment, or leading a military force outside the State, what procedures 
were to be followed? (:;. .20) Which of the eventualities would be 
least likely today? Why? 

16. What were the procedures for appointing a State Treasurer? (§.22) 
What government official serves in this capacity today? 

17. How were officers whose appointment procedures were not specified 
in the Constitution to be appointed? (i.23) Why were appointments 
to be so made? How does this procedure compare to more recent 
ones? 

18. What other stipulations are made regarding appointments to several 
specific offices? (:;. 24, 25, 25, 27) What might have been the 
rationale behind each requirement? What preoccupation or appre- 
hension of the framers of the Constitution is reflected in the 
limitations placed on various office holders? What might have been 
the historical origins of these fears? What is the connection 
between commissioning, licensing, and- similar practices and civic 

. duty and responsibility? 

20. On what grounds could officers of the State be removed? What were 
the procedures? In addition to removal from office, could punish- 
ment befall an officer so removed? Explain. (§.28) 

21. What protection was allowed a person brought to trial as a result 
of impeachment or indictment? (s.29) Why? 

■22. Although New York was in a state of rebellion against the British 
Crown, how did the Constitutional Convention of 1777 insure 
continuity in matters of law? Why? To what was the Convention 
referring by the terms "common law" and "statute law"? Do these 
terms have meaning today? What does "abrogate" mean? What parts 
of the common law and statutes of the body of colonial law were 
to be abrogated? What seems to have been the framers ' attitude 
toward an established religion? Why? (b.35) 



23. What ddciitional steps were taken to insure the continuity of 
social order?. \'-.36) 

24. Whose consent was required for future land deals with the 
Indians? Why? {^/37) 

25. To what extent was religious freedom granted? What activated the 
Convention with regard to this matter? (i.38) What restrictions 
were placed on clergymen? Why? (^.39) 

26. How was the defense function of the State to be carried out? (3.40) 
Since 1777, how has this function been modified? 

27. What right related to trials was affirmed by this Convention? 
In which cases was this right to apply? What does the document 
say regarding acts of attainder? What is an "act of attainder"? 
What is meant by a "corruption of blood"? To institute any new 
courts, what was required? (^.41) 

28. Why does the Constitution of 1777 refer to the naturalization* 
powers? (:i.42) How did subsequent developments affect this 
function of the State? 



QUESTIONS CONCERNING REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE VS » NEED FOR CONTINUITY 

• Why might it have been difficult for members of the Constitutional 
Convention to strike a balance between the pressures for revolu- 
tionary change and continuity? 

• In what ways did the framers of this Constitution attempt to insure 
a largeineasure of continuity with the previous social and legal 
order? Why? 

• In what ways does the New York State Constitution of 1777 reflect a 
departure from the older established order of that era? In what 
ways was the Constitution revolutionary? What justified its 
revolutionary aspects? 

• How is the conflict between the pressure for change and the need 
for continuity manifest in our social order today? What is the 
impact of this conflict on individual civic responsibility? 



QUESTIONS CONCERNING EVOLUTION OF DEMOCRATIC STATE GOVERNMENT 

In comparing the New York State Constitution of 1777 with those in effect 
in 1876 and in the present day,*^ what observations can be made regc.»*^ding 
the following and other matters? 

• Voting qualifications 

• Complexity of State government 



^Printed in the Legislative Manual, a copy of which is available 
from the principal's office or the school library. 



• state functions of increasinq importance 

• Stato functions of decredsinrj it)i()ortance 

• Iin[)act of technology 

• Inipact of deniographic changes 

• Civic responsibility 

• Ci tizen' participation 

• Need for law focused education 

• Indi V idual i iberties 

SEE ALSO: Referendum 1977: Will the Vj'. ^or a Change? page 65. 
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COLONIAL GOVliRNMBNT OF NEW YORK 

P.EPCPT or :;OVL'?.NOR WILLIAM TRYON , ON THE STATE OF THE 
PROVINCE or NEW YORK, i77U. .(excerpt?) 

' Question tJo, 6. 

is th^j Cot.:^: t: i i at ion of the Government? 

by i::*' Gr-ants of Lhis Province and c")iher Territories to the 
L\:k- :)f York In IG'o/^t- and 167U; the powers of Government were 
vv'.u^.'d ill iiLm, and were accord i n)-\ly exercised by his Governors 
i::it.i.I r.e a/.cend^'d th'.- thi'ono when his Fights as Proprietor merged 
in hi.;.:: Cr'ov/n, and tht:- Province ceased to be a charter Government 

r rcA'] rh-ii lime it, hac; been a Poyal Government, and in its 
'::'::;;r itut ioii nearly res;'?.7ibles that of Great Britain and the other 
FiV/'il C.^'V^jrnr'i^-si tr; in America. The Governor is appointed by the 
r.irvt*. dir^iii;^. liir, Foyal Will and pleasure by Letters Pattent under 
t.h'.* Grv.Mt 'Jea 1 of Great Britain with very ample Powers, He has 
i ^-^pji-viL in Iriiitaticn of His Majesty's Privy Council- This Board 
wh^-n : '.1 1 ! ::->nr. i of Twelve Members who are also appointed by 

-^r-j'^;:. i^rinr, V/LlI -i. Pleasure; any three of whom make a Quorum;- 
'1:.*^ ;"r>:>v -.'nj^.^ys a Lo;;i;;lat'ive Body, which consists of the 

]-//"ri; r' a..; t h-^ r'.ing'r; P«i[)r^eson tat i ve ; the Council in the place of 
^Ti** ii'" ...rd:;., and the Repre.senta t ives of the People, who 
.ti '- >'n 1.: in Lr-ivlarvi : Of these the City of New York sends 
: ^':r.- All th" 'O'.her- Coan t i ►v^ (except the New Counties of Charlotte 

ri.. iir:,.;,r.tT i.; yet, not I'opresented ) send Two.- The Borough of 
We ; t.':hr.-';. tf^r , ihr Town^^hip of Schenectady and the three Manors 

Fen:v>^^ 1<UM vr/'-'k , t.ivingston and CortlandL each send one; in the 
wh.'-l-' .'crnin/, a Bo>ly of Thirty one Representatives. 

7]iK' Governor by hlr. Commission is authorized to convene them 
wi'h III*' <ilvic»' r>i' tdit> Council, and adjourn, prorogue or dissolve 
th" .^'n'-rMl A:is'*nibly as hn shall judge necessary. 

I'iii/. t'.'.dy ha:; ri.d' pov/or to make any Laws repugnant to t|io Laws 
i:i i .t. aMjT. o[ ;»r'tMt Britain. All Laws proposed to be made by 
♦ni; Pr.vinMril Leg i ; I ri t ui-e , pasi; tlir'o' each of the Houses of 
■'""^un'i; ar.d A-^-sombly, as P.ills do thro* the House of Commons and 
I'a^!;. in P.n.^.land, rind ttiu Governor has a Negative voice 
in t:.»' "-Mkirn', in ! [>as;:ing, of aJ 1 such Lawr, . Lvt^ry Law so passed 
i - \ ■ b'* U' irv;rr: r t^'d tr^ Hi:; Mcije:;tv under the Groat Seal of 

F: ■.. 7 ! n , v;:thin th:e»' month:;, or *"»oon'>r after' the making, 
^ii'M " ! in 1 i lM:>li ^^t•' by th».> n»'Xt conv^ryanct' , In order to be 
ipl t v" ! Mi ii;al]oW'vl by his Haj^-Uy; And it His Majesty sliaLl 
w afiV ''adt l-aw md t h^' srime is :ur.niried to tlie Governor 
a;, i.'r i.val I M.inual on Iv/ Ord^r of Majesty's Privy 

''-'•ail, ' li'Si ? ■ a* ' h ;uiph law bt?c:omf^;.': utinrly void.- A law 

a L'- li- vi!,'' La. !ii:iit»'d t duration cd the Ar-sembly to sr»v»Mi 
V"as . . 

]F'''}^}.:'7..}^'-'Sr}y. \:l ''Jj^^:^ :V*:.'^...'^'5I^'K^ ^••^^^ O'Callaghan, 

? 
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..!;v.l i r. i :> riv;. rv.:-j 1 '.v-.i Lootrine t[iat a] I the 
: il Lhoir n-itur^f^, .in! v/:.ich can be fitly ap- 
: : :"i!;Cv:. o!' tru^ C-::lG::y) eri..ic t:-.)d before the 

, ar^-/ b nd : ri;=; Mpr^n th-:^ Colony, but that 
du not a: feet thv Colcny, unloj^^ by bein^], 
.-lu^v-ar'.. tc; bo 'thv Tn-.^M: t ioii;^i o!' th- British 

n.i-; a C .i:r* ^d CI: m.:-.^: y in whLc:h rho Governor 
• b : : : ^ Ch .in:':- : !. 1 a:;- 1 b./ i'rac tice of the 

y in bn-yl 'ir:-i i pa* • ■ ' a:^ j loaely a a poa^: lb i o . 
^Tila Caai'f caaj ! !-!.n:t'jr' of tiio i<i:)IIa nev/ly 

r'.>:a.- 'Iv/o 0 1- .-A Pei^iater.- An 

> j van t a A: . 

ta of ^.lc::\:::'.jii baa -rf ia called the Supremo 

tva a : v/h ich Have ai i ne powers o f the Kin^'^ ' 5^ 
e-i..; :ind Exchequt:?r in bnr,land . This Court sits 

rr.ontha at the City of New York, and the practice 
I. ^ ' >. i u p o c ha t o f t he K i n * s Be no h at V/e s t m i n i s t e r . 
have the pow-.-r-a of the Court of Exchequer they 
an the EquLiy a, ide. The Court has no Officers 
rid i:'] not orjV-Hi h-:ed nor auppliecl with any officei'S 
n t. of t ht-? [;xcht.'qaer^ , wh ich in Enp^i and has the care 

'!"b- ' i ud^a-a af t ^^ura'eine C(v,.irt hold their office' 
; : Vt [] i :-\\ -\ .1 ! ' I e a aa i r rt a n d a i ' ^) da d i-\ i} a e- f M L a i p i a s 

^•.d A:;a":nb 1 y , a Annaa.l ly |>.'r: orin a C ircuit througji 
i;^^ la : ona oi thin Coart in General are final 

■/'i!a'' t'xaee'.lr; JLdQO , 3 1: :■ ! i np. , in which case the 

► •1 b;Vcd : r om i ts ermra m?:' f>y an ap>pHcation to 
':N:an 'il, and whtM-i' tb-^Valu" exceeda ^[;00 sterl in, 

!a!:ii thr- .bidianen t of the .1 a t ter' to 11 la Majesty in 



i Ih'j b^a^ialatai^f- or Ua:^ ia^^vinae auita are aro- 
^atdit- in ib.t.'. Sant^an-.' Court where t h«j Value 
t. -xat'f'd f:aj., Cuia'»aic:y. 

Of!' r.f • the tiupror.e Coar^ ha-^ always been held 
b ' ^hl^ r,\- th*^ Sorr'^^: irv ot t h*^ I'rcjvlnce, 

In h County an inroricr Court or Common Plea 
r.n i .'ail'''* ol all art. Vir. i'»'al, peracaial L mixed, 

in. d»'!:i.ind i:; cduv/^-^ r :n valui^.- Thv^ prac'tice 
i.' a rnixtart^ bt'tWiM-a tb*- bliu;'.''. Bench and Common 
i ! ' a' . 71 »• ' i r iaa-v a~' - a . •• v..\-aa'».'o t lmI in t hf f Ira t In 
I br'r'...a' la'^.'Uidit iitt • 'bao fa.ij:)rrMm.' Court ; cUul tlh.) 
r dll>'.v^ dar':n,\ p]»viaa>.-.- Tin- CIi't'K' r,f theat^ 

'h'sr baaa.' ; b' i.-'.arv- and iir«.' /ippL' i nt».'l 

'a-:''"pf tb.' aif!'--. >a All-anv wb*- ia apiM-aaitt-'d 

?: tn 1*11. 

: ■> -art t b- ' a : t ; ; • : a--a.a' ar'f by Aat n\ 
'1 all 'Ma'-." r.. vlif )i:i;MJnt ot/fi. Cuia'-av.-y 

• b'-wn ; ; ^w, '.a n- \ a wb^a^' th.- Ti tl- ^a' b a dr; 
'U" ' 1 ■ ai ; - an^l A^ a ; 'i; : a' b b ind^a^ ) but tin* par t- bv^'. 
'1^ !. 1'! ind .1 ' a!'y l ' ' M-ai , ■■ 1 ! wi'^au' ! :i d^ t 
' [MM". Ml Mibi;.>i !•, j>; h .1 ''faMiiUMri tr^>m 
. ' t li'' I "dv ; ■ v-a '/ i a i i'^qtiat m . 
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■ii- ■•■ iri-i . - Tiv: I (;oii!»u ^ *Xv i i. if in tho City 

w V'"'?'!' . MiT Kiri;^'-; ■v'ii ;ri 'it W-.; r :;;! ni ter , - The 

v::;-^ri ■.Ir-y t.r.r? r-^ji: L f: ri..iV»; Coi:i:n i ss- i or; of Oy*-M* arui 

..iii-i C';i rvi i. '^rv^l Do 1 1 v.^r^y ; aru.i thr^ro are Courses of Sessions 
:.-:■•! rr.o Jus r: L fhe •.■e.H:- ; t:ho i^ow-rs of whicli and their 
: : ! o:■r^• V'-:':; ! wiUi th..- 1 Lke Court:^; In Cru^b■lnd.- The 

^'l-'ir .)i •.:!•• L< >:;•: , L"^, Liivarl.ibiv conrivv- ted^ w i. tli 

i *. • -■: I 1' [•:•■: U\i Le^'^i s 1 att.ir-} 'die •.JustLces ol' the Peace 

::. je:'dL:;n'y ' lii 1 .;d i ' ! 'v:. to some o["fenf'<"^ 

w:. L.::. : - ■ o: vhe Q-.^orurn) and Ti 

;* ..Ld^r.; d..;Vt.- ■r' Petty Jur^ to proc." ; 

1 m-.l trv i r. i ■ "i/, ^..ivo:.: o : : endir^i^ in cei e^adrv >::.r;. e) 

. .i:. : sur:! d; ih^tri -^v-i; v/ ■ t!i /i^^-itdi. 

T:,'.' Lm'v Mm ' • ; V y ' Aiturney General of the Province 

i ' ' i i 1. 1 r • . ■ rd ; f i ti : ■ ; : r h a t: o f : i <: e r i n ^ n 1 a n d , ■ a nd the Master 

* 'J r ■Ji:;,>^: is ap'So'i n :v;d by the Crov/n during Pleasure, 

.in-.! iiis Mrii-' .ry h.-i.-; no ^Jnl.icitor' G^-neral nor Council in the 
Prov ir«ov , ■. ..is: d. r.htt A t torney , General upon any occasion. 

T:>..-!":; ar-v tv/o> ;:thMr' Cour'ts in the Province, The Court of 
A;:::i i r-a l_r V which oroeeeds .ifter the Course of the Civil Law in 
::;i*.'.-;r. w [ 'di i n it: • urd sd i* : t i on , which has been so enlarged by 
.i:v-T\; vd. itat-js '.is in in'-':lsde almost every brea(d"i of the Acts 
: r - 1 .1 . - r rn fd u s. C v, i r - an a i j p () a 1 1 i s. t o a S a p e rd o r Court o ! • 
Ad::d r'l 1 t.y , It'avlv -s t. . tb .1 : : in Norah Ar!>»rica by Statute; befo: 
rd. i ; h ; *:ab I i d.iri-r. V only Kiy lo ^he ii' di Cour' of Admi 

rii" ia -tc^v.it : '/-I •■ava'rns il..-'.: in the Probate 

will > -ir^..! in ';iai.ter; itin}', to th-. A an : : ' 'trfition of the 
ili""' ii'*-; -.1 In*:ec !. .,u.?:.; rc ♦^'.ran t i ru? 1 : .-■mi"'' ' of Marria^;;e. Thi- 

-J V'ua;-,a' ; : pr^'. i iv th- . h'.e iA' this d^/ir r but it has been usu. 
:. hi::: t; i.^t in tV--' - ■ / P»'le(vato. 

I'h-- Pr'V,- [ .-. t» ;, -js^-nt dividod into fourteon Count ies ,v.i : 
Th" CIt.v 'Hvi "^^vanty P" Y-.nd-.- The County of Albany- Richmond 
^wni'fi . :< ^i-iipr .-dtSid ^. r -..■siile oi dtritt-M") I'-land) Kint^,s, OuetMis i 
•\e**-^Mk' iwhi'd'. irr'led-* fi!** wli*.>lf» ni' Ma'-.s-va ^')r' horu^, Island) 'West- 
i." ■•*.-a , ^ut di- > , i Or'ar.v.e 1 Cu!iil.)'e^] and , (.lloucf^stor , Ciiarlotte 

.md Idy iu - '' "r -^a^ai -a • s-'S*-^ Cr)unt a ^d;v-'riff and eaie ^a^ more 
• '•'^r."n'^T\' W" ip; .'n^-: . 'P^v-u-nnr wh h ■ : : t lie i r ' cad' ices dur ' ia\\ 

p : .sfou . 

A; ^h" M;!;' ! i' \\vt ]] . do\^;:aor lor U.-' 

. ■ ' : ' I * ■ ;i' ' I 1 an I ' i';!;^ i: , - : r: (di i an. I ap{ • d a 

i ! ■ : V : d ■ ' a . I : Pa a~'^ 1 .:d • • I'.ar^- , 
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THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OP NEW YORK, 1777.^ 



Id ConyentioD of the Representatives of the State of New York 

Kingston, 2OII1 April, 1777. 

WiiKur-AS, The many tyrannical and oppressive usurpations of 
the King and Parliament of CIreat Hritnin, on the ri^jhls and 
liberlirs of the pcr^plo of tlie American colonies, had reduced iheni 
to the nceessily of inlrodueing a tjovernmonl by con^M'osscs and 
committees, as temporary oxpedienls, ninJ io exist ao louj^er than 
the grievances of the people should remain without redress. 

And Whkhi^as, The coni^ross of the colony of New York did, on 
the thirty-first day of May, now last past, resolve as follows, viz.: 

"Whereas the present government of this colony, by congress 
and committees, was instituted while the former government, under 
the Crown of Great Britain, existed in full force; and was estab- 
lislied for the sole purpose of opposing the usurpation of the 
British Parliament, and was intended to expire on a reconciliation 
with Great Britain, ^vhich it was then apprehended would soon 
take place, but is now considered as remote and uncertain. 

'^\nd whereas many and great inconveniences attend the said 
mode of government by congress and eomniittces, as, of necessity, 
in many instances, legislative, judicial, and executive poweii? have 
been vested' therein, especially since the dissolution of the former 
government by the abdication of the late governor, and the exclu- 
sion of this colony from the protection of the King of Great 
Britain. ' 

•'And whereas the Continental Congress did resolve as fol- 
loweth, to wit; 



'This Constitution wns adopted April 20, 1777, by tho Fourth Now York 
Provincial ConprOBH, a convorilion of «lflloj;Ktoa vostod with authority to 
<)a(abliah n atalo novormnont, It wu5 not Hubniittotl tu Iho poonlu for rati' 
llcation, but took elToct immodiiUoly upon its adoption by tho ConKro^^H, It 
continued In force until December 31, whon it was ftuporfloded by tho 
CoHRtllution framod by tho Convention of 1S21, An nnalyals of tho Con»tl* 
tufion of J777 in to be found in Lincoln Tho section headings 

ttppoarinj,' in tho ftbovo text in brackot« aro not in tho Original but have 
boon derived iiminly from Uneoln,' 

(1] 




NkW VOllK SWTI; CONSTITI.'TION AN'N'OTATffl [Pllll 



II] The First Constitution of New Yoiiic, 



17T? 



l'n'Hiiit)!(! 



" Tmm Ilk P.i'itiiiitiic majt'sly, in roiijiiin.tidn with tlie Idnis 
niKl mmm of i'mi Mm, Ims, liy ii late act of Piiiiiaiiiciil, 
CKcliidd llii; iiihiiljitiints of these iiiiili'd colonies from the protin'- 
lion of iiin crown. And wlirrtiLs, no wmm v\\Am to llio hiiiii- 
\k [idlliuii (if till' I'lilwiiw fdf redress of (jricviinccs and ream- 
eilialion with (Imt Mlm \m kn, or is likely to he, [,'ivcii, hut 
llic ivhdii' force of that liiiijjdoin, aided by l'iirei|,'ii iiienieiiaries, is 
to be exorlcd foi' liie distruclioii of llie jjood jieople of these ciJl- 
oiiios, And wliereas it ii]i|ii'!irs uldiilely irrceiiiieihible to reason 
and j;o(Kl tonseicin'e fur llii' iiedple of these euloiiieH now to lake 
tiie oiitlis and atlirinations neeessary for the support of any govern- 
ment under the crown of (Ireiit ilritain, and it is necessary that 
l!ic t'xereise of every kind of aiitliorily uinler the said crown slioold 
k totally siipprissed, and nil Ihc powers of (jovcrnnient exerted 
under the aiilhorily of the peoide of the colonies, for the preserva- 
tion of internal peiiec, virtue, and t'ood imler, iis wiJl as for the 
defense of oiir livrs, lilitrlies, and pro|ierlies, against the linstilc 
invasions iind cruel deprwiatiwis (if onr enemies; 



"'I'mkai, That it he rceoinaieiiilod to tlie respective assem- 
blies awl eijiivi'tilions of the nnited colonies, where no [,'overnnieiit 
MilTwieiit to llie exiiiincies of their affairs has been liillierto estab- 
lished, to adopt such uovernraent n shall, in llie opinion of the 
rqiriMitaiivvs of the people, best conduce to the happiness and 
safety of ihcir constitncnls in paiiicidar, and Aiaeriea in general' 

"And wliereiw donlits have arisen, wlicllier this eongresa are 
invested with siiflieient power and aiillioiily lo deliberate and 
dctfiiniiic on so ini]iortaiil a siilijeet as the necessilv of ciitliiii,' 
anil eoiLstimtiii;! a ni'W form of Koveraiiienl and internal police, 
to the c.Neliision of all (mffl jiirisdietioa, dominion, and control 
whatever, And whereas it appertains of ri|,'lit solely to the people 
of this w'm\ lo detcriinne llio said doidits: Therefore, 

"Hmkd, That it lie tcwnnnieiided lo the electors in the sev- 
eral coiiniies in this colony, by eleclioii in the inaiinur iind fniin 
prcscrihed for the election of the present eonisrcss, cither to anlhio'- 
izc (in addition In the powers vested in this con|,'re,ss) their pres- 
ent deputies, or others, in the stead of their present deputies, or 
ciliicr of tlicni, to take iiitd consideration llie necessity and jiro- 
pricly of insliliilini,' sneh iinv i-overnnieiil iis in ami by said re,so- 
Intion of the continental eonijress is dcicrihcd and reonimcndcd, 
And i( ilic majority of tlie counties, by ihdr deputies in provin- 



Proaniblo 



cial congress, sliall be of 
to 1)0 iiislitiitcd and established, then to inslltiite and eslablisli 
siicli a government as tlicy sliall deem best calculated to secure 
the rigliLs, libeilles, and happiness of the good people of this'Col. 
ony; and to continue in force until a future peace with Great 
Britain shall render the same nniieccssary; And, 

"Mnd, That the said elections in tho several coiintlcs ought 
to be had on sucli day, and at such place ov places, ns by Iho 
conimittcc of each county respectively sliall be deicrmiiied, And 
it is recoimaended to tlic said coininiltccs lo fix such early days 
for the said oleelions as that all Die dei)nlies to be eleeted have 
siillicicnt time to repair to tlie city of New YoH: by the second 
Monday in July next; on which day all the .said diipulies ought 
puiiotually to give llieir alleiidance, 

"And whereas the object of llie foregoing rcsohiiioiis is of the 
iilmost iinportanee lo the good people of this colony, 

"llmkd, That it be, and it is hereby canieslly recomniciiJed 
lo the coiainitlccs, freeholder, and other electors in the dift'erenl 
ecniities in this colony, diligently to carry the same into exccu- o 
lion," ^ 

iND WiiHiiEAS, The good people of the said colony, in pumianee 
of the said resolution, and reposing special liiist'and confidence 
ill the members of this eoiivcntion, bave appointed, aulhorlMd 
and empowered them for the pmpoaes, and in the inanncv, and 
with the powers in and by ihc said resolve specified, declared and 
mcnlioned, ' ' 

And WiiwiKAS, The delegates of the United Anicriean States, 
in general congress convened, did, on the foWli day of July now' 
lii»l \mi, solemnly publish and declare, in the wiirds following, 

The Deelaralioii of Independence, 11%} 

When, in 
iple to ills 

nnd to assume, among the powers of the earth, 
the separalc^aiid ciiiial station to which the laws of nature and 
a decent respect to the opinions of 



lor 



1110 1 0 1(1 BMii or Indopoiiiloaeo wiis adonlod by tlio Continental Con- 
oil hU 4, 17J0, „ July 8, it m rallied by tiio ftartli Now W 

it and adoploJ ApHl £0, 



(Hb Itrut elalD couii' 



NV'.v Vni'.K Stai'i', ( ()^-ir,i'T!()N' AN\„|\riii 'I*aii 



fnati'jiii'l I'liplivs f!iat 1li''y sh(iii|fJ(h'liir^^ thr i'lioys wiii'ii 
tl:'-:!i (i) Oir fir|i;irii!i"ii. 
W'< iiMM tiKsi' ir'i'its w [If si'ir'''V''k!»^.|!Kit fill Hn'ii ;ii 
'''ii:': 'I:'''' li:'')' JH''' I'fid'iW"! 1. i'.v l!ifi|. f;iV;^|„r, will) (',<rl;i 



^M' ill* iiiipimi'v,, TKii to s(riir''iln'^r I'i^rlil-^, iriiV('i'i)!iHiit^ m 
iiiiiDiii: fimi, i|ii'ivii!i; jiM P<w'''^ [roni tlit' t'oP'^^''!!! 
"f [inviTHi'ili ll::it wiirnrvrr i;;^^)' Joriii iif (;*i\vfiiiiii.iit Woinis 
'livi'iiH !'.'(.' I'f Hihi. ('fills, it is tilt? ^iiJ:!it (i[ tin' 10 iilliT or 
t'» iiiii'lhiii i(, to institiili' IvvcritUVnl, Ijiyim^' \[^ foiiii'la- 
'■"11 01! siH'ii ]iri(ii'i|t!i's, mid or'pi'iteiiij; it^i in ,:;inii form 
.!> iM llirni sliiill siTiii fiiDsi likriy ^U'fen tl^'ir ^aivty mi'l Imppi* 
!nss, rpjili'iin, iiKlreil, will tlnil Ki)Vi'%,ii'i \oH 
UV'l NiiiiiiM iml b" eliiiiij^rtl for li^'lilnii'l iin^^n^wi imU^i's; ihkJ 
;ii'"i'n!iiiirly all {'^mm\] lialli slii^^i'ii, llnil niiiiiliind my mure dis. 
I'<)si-tl t().s!iffrr. whili! cvih iiiv siifi'uljle, tlij^n th j-ifjlit tlieriisf-dvi'fj 
tjy al)olis'iiiii;f tlie km lo wliidi t'lif iiri> HceH-'^tDiiird. I3iil when 
ii lui!*,^ triiiii of whm ml m\\]v^\m, \W\%t the 
si.ind u!iji'c:, mm i\ dfsi!!ii In W^^i' (iljsoliilu 

I'Mdstii, it IS llii'ir rii'lit, it is llieir 'liity, t'^ iJn'^Hv off toll (;uvcn> 
ni'.'iii, iiiiil lu |irovidi' ikhv >;i[jird!{ k tlieii' j'liliU'ij .si'tiiirity- Such 

\m tilt: piiticiit siiflVraiicc iif Hirsi' C«*loiiit'\ aiit' if^ 
lite ii'Ti'SMly niiich coitstrains ihr^'Uu idti'i^ iln'iji fat'iiier liyslt-'fiis 
'»f j;uvi;ri!iiit']ii Tlic history of tlic-liUMiiit Klnt; yf Clivtit liritaiii 

II liblory of rmiki \\\\\\m n[?'lii^iiiv*'lioii\ tdl liJivii^l? in J'- 
P'<'t (ibjal [iio eslidjIishiiKut of 0\ <kH^ lyi'miiiy o^^i' tl^^s^ 
Suites, To prove thin, let loiHs k ^\Wm\ to a cuiidid Mi 

He has refused lii.s imwi lo \% []\^ nio.^t wlioleiionic and 
mmr)' for the public good, 

He hiw lurbidden lii.'i ;;ovi:rnor.^ piiss of iiniiiKl'iito and 
pr'.'ssiii;; iiiipoitincp, iiiik'S^ iiiispe?4'd in tjicir opention lill lii-^ 
iLSSi'iit should bo obliiiiinl; iiiul sotjii.^|)eii'^|^ lio hiiii niK'Hy 
iir[;li'i'tcd to iitteiid lo them. 

\k liiis ivfiisid to pii^s olhorPH'? for Ihc fioton^nioJJHioii o[ 
Iiirjje dijitriets or pi'ople, unless [\A pDopl^ \^'Oii|,| p-iinq^iijih tlie 
rijjlit of reprcsoiitalion in the IcguitUftj'-a r^Rlil iiiiiii^iiblc to 
tk'fn, mid formidable lo tyrants o'^^il 

He \m called lo^'otlier l('[;i!jla(ivt' bodies (it pliid^s .uniisiiiil, tiii* 
pQiDfortablf, and distiinl from the i'po^it^^i'y of Hiiiir pyWic ree^ 
ord.s, for thi* Jiole pnrpose of faliju^'ii^' Ihc^' 
his measures. 



''" '''^^"'^'"^1 ni'rrs,i!iativr hnm ivpeiilediv, fur oppositi.' 
^^'''1^ ''^'"''^^^ ' 
'''•''''^^^'^'f''^''"' !'"ra loii^Miiii., afhrsiieh h^M.m^ tiMMmo 
'^''•^'•^ 1'^/'" ^'1''<'^H, wlidvliythr Miilive pnwrrs^ mvflW of 
'^'^'"'"'^'''7' ivliiriird li, iho |H.„|,le III l;n-,. f,,' their e.^er- 
f'l'^^ l'i^;^liile riiiii,i,)in(r, in ik \\\mim\ exiioscd (o all ihe tlan. 
errs of inviLsiDii hm wiihuiii, and mnviilsiuns within. 

'"'^ ^'f^l''''i%tl to invvenl tli.' popnlMion of Siiliv 
rnrthiiM.uri)nsM)l,tni(ii,i^Mldaws foriialiiridiz„tion of fm-Mi' 
^'"'^i ^^;'|'^''^!? I'Jiss (.(hers to mnm^, ilicir iiii,r,.j„i(,j, 
'^'•'I''''^''^^'^li^'^'')nditi^^^^^ 

liii^ 4lnieted iIk^ nditiiiiistniiioii ofjnsliee bv rcfn.sin-Miis 
a,^Nent to laws for t,^ia|,lis|ii„^r j,|,iieii„.v pownx 
il^'^'^^'f'i^lN^^^ ,,n hi.; will alone lor the tenure 
lli^''^' ^^"'"'''S mid the anioiinl imd |iiiynieiil of their salaries 
'IelHi.^('red(Hla,iKtliiiHdiMirnrwolli(nands^^^^ 

''^'^'^''^wiiir people, and eat out tlieirsnb^i^. 
'Ictehit unioiifjii^s, in liinisof peaee.slandin^r,,!,,^!^./^^.;!^ 
oiittliecDnsnitofniirloirislaiiirc.^. 

KelinsaOWledtuimlerlhe military indirndnit of. andsnnc^ 
nor to, tlic civil power. 

He liau'onibinedwilh others (o .snbjVel iistoa jiirivli^ijo]! IV. 
t'^^^'''^'"nstilntioi,sand nnaekiiowlrd.d by oiirlaws- .dvin-' 
his assiiit !o lh(dr ads of preleiW lerj^^^^^^^^^^^ 
For riniiiicnnr; ij,^,^, y^^^^ of arn^'d troops anion-r 

ForproteL'[inijthoni,l)ya niod( trial, IVoin pimishniont foranv 
murders wlitd, they slioukl eonunit on tin inlial)il,i„t, of these 
Stales; 

I'VciiltinsohHir trade with all parls of the world; 
[%iniposingtiixesfliniswithoatoiirwent; 
Fordcprivinfju^ in many eases, of the l)rfH of trial hyjnrr' 
For transporting iis beyond soas to be tried for pretended (if' '' 



^ the free of Enjjlisii laws in a nei^libor- 
in? proviHY^stabli^hiaK therein an arbitrary governnient. and 
enlargnigitsboiindaricvso a?, to rmler H at once aiu 
(it inslniinent 

donien; 

For lakinK away our cliartei^, aholisliinK our most valnalilr 
and allcrnii; fundamentally the forms of onr m, 



einf; tlie mm absoliifo rule into tho^o 
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For siinptmiini^ our own Icfji.^latiir^s, ami Mm^ [\m\^m 
n'ilh power to legislate tor m in all casc.^ wliatsoever. 

He has abdicated Eovcnimcnt !iere, by di'daring iin out of liis 
[)roti'r:!inn, and ^viir apiin^t iii 

Kf; ha-s iiliiiidcred mm, mvafial our coasts, burnt our liivrii, 
and df'stroyi'd thHivt's of our pi'ople. 

\k is Ql tliin time transportini; large amies of foreign nicr* 
mmh to eoinplcfe the works of death, desolation, a-. I tyranny, 
already begiiii with circiirmtanre.1 of cruelty and per: ly scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous a?cs, and totalli; iin-vortliy thc''^ 
head of a civilized nation. 

He lias con.straiiied our fellow.citizcn.^, taken captive on the hifh 
seas, to hear arniH against their country, to become the exociitioiiers 
of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. 

He hfls excited doinestie insurrections amorig.^l iis, and has en- 
deavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless 
Indian mi^a^ whose known inle of warfare is an iiiidistinuiiished 
destniction of all atjes, sexes, and conditions. 

In every stiige of th^.'ie oppre.^sioiis we liavii petitioned for re* 
dri.^s in the most hiiitible tcnns; our repeated petitions have been 
answered only by repeated injury. A prince whose ehanicter is 
tliiiH marked by every act wliieh may defnie a tyrant, is niifit to 
be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we Imi waiitiii;; in att^Mitions to our British brethren, 
We have warned them, from lime to time, of attempts by their 
legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over ns. Wc 
liRvo reminded, them of thi^ circumstances of our emigration and 
settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 
inapianimity, and we have rnnjiired them by the tics of our com- 
mon kindred to disavo>v these usurpations, wliieh u'onld inevitably 
interrupt our connectimis and correspondence, They, too, have 
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, 
therefore, acquiesce in the ncces<iity which denounces our separa- 
tion, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in 
war, in peace friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of 
Am-'iien, in Ocneral Con-jrc^s assembled, appealiiiK to the Supreme 
Judi;e of the world for the rectitude of oar intention.^ do, in the 
name, and by authority of the f;ood people of these Colonies, sol- 
cmnly publish and declare, Thai these United Colonics arc, and of 



right oiiKht to be, frn mlmUimMMt^iU 

from all allcpianee to the British crown, and that 111 j.liti- 
eal connexion between them and the State of Great Britain i* >nr 
oiiKht to be totally dissolved; and that, as /iTCrtH^^ , J 
S/ni^Mhcy have full power to levy u'ar, conclude peace, cor- 
alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and t"^ 
which inrfqjeii^feiiiMniiay of rijht^ And for the sur - 
of Ihifi declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of liiv. 
Providence, wc mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fur. 
tunes, and our sacred honour, 
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N'i'.v; Vi ■, > 



'Ins i|iTliir;i!iiin 

ill!) Ilf 

Ills iissiL'iii'il liy 
■i] i,'(ili);iii'S I'ri'i' 



Ami \Viii;i[!,.i\ ■. i^ iv: 

•■■'i' l!iN" Illici', \r N r'l' 

■''ily h\ |i;i.s', una MiiUhly / 

(.'llll!;iic!l|,|| I'lr ' 

'^'iiii' we liiiiiHit ;:c iTnd \ih v:::f >, miiliinil Ihal 
liifiisiivc ii!inviM(|;ililr. WD niipnn .ii,.T|i, ni tl,,, 

•iiir li'M mill I'm'aiiii's, jniii . ■ ■ rolnin;.;! in wip' 
piirliiii; it, 

By virliiii 111' ii'liirli yrvnn! ' jui |iriH'if;ii|i."-, 
!iii'iili'|"i.'|| mill i'oiit;iiiii'il ill ilir -I";, .lives or rHiilii- 
tiiiii.iul'tlii'KiwnilriniiTOHdi'i' Ail-, im Stall's, hih! 
"f till! riinijrcssra nr niiivi'iiliwis ,. - al' power wliiiti'vir 
lli''''i'iii liatli nnyrlcdm tlie pcti 'i/tiiis coiivciitioii 

tiiitli, liy llicir siiiTraOT and IV' ^ ippointed, and, 

aiiiwi« oilier tliiiii's, iiiilliiirid ^, eatuWish oucli 

:i ?"Vi'rniiiHi( w tliiiy siiall deti i': . I'airl to secure the 
rii.'lit'iaiMllilii.rlit.sij! thuKiiodrr i ; itatc, most eon- 
'liwivi' (if tlic liiippiiias ,iiiid siife ■: ■ ' ■ -iUmi^ in par. 
lifiiliir, and ()[ AiiHirien in geiicni 

f. jl't'ii|ilt; tile only source of , -This convention, 
ili'Tcinrr in tliii iiiune nnd by Ilk Ah f the good people 
Ilf lliis siiiic, liiiTii OiinwN, Dm:: v':. iiKci,\iiK, Tliat no 
iiiilliorily sliiill, Oil iiny prcleiiso v. v ^ . exercised over the 
people or iiieiiiberHnf this stale, k: 
and granted by them, 

II. , [Legisliitivo power vested in ht.'-;'' .3d assembly,] -This 
fonvention doth t'lirllier, in the name w.' he inthority of the 
good people (if this state, Ohhain, l)--;i\t!M-. m Mm, That 
ttie supreme letjislalive power ivilh;n i ^ :c shnll he vested in 
In seiwrato and distinct liodii's nf ni«': I lie «e to be wiled the 
iissenihly of tlie stale of Nnw Turk; tiu' ithe- -q he called the sen- 
ale of the stale of New Vnrlt; who, !i« 'v. shall form the legis- 
latiire, and meet once, at least, in evrry yi'ar for the despatch of 
business, 

III [C'Dniii'il of Revision.j-.^NP W;rra: > ]j.m m\m:'t 
with tlie spirit of lliis Constitution, or v^:; i.-ihlic good, ray 
be hastily and iinndvlsably passed; Be Ir-'janiMi d, That tlic *.v. 
eriior, for the time being, the clianeiiilc: ■k judges o: die 
supreme court, or any two of them, tO'TirT-'-'-h the governor. 



iiall be derived from 



"1 Tin; I'liwr c . : v^n^i \ ■„,..;, ■ i, 

^'^"'1 K;indlieivhy ■ >liliiir,| ,• , , ■ |,||,^ 

I" !'".W'il 111'. ■ by the ,\iiil i. |hrl 

sliiill assrnilile '.: ^ M'lve.s, from piin ,v!„ „ |C, 

^liiill 111 ;i'ur which, iir\.r.; :rss,'tbrv sli;,': 

ii')l r'fflvc ;iny salary (ir nm^ideralinn mder ^^.y 

iW, And that all liillMdl Hi have |i;Ksnli;,. sr!;;ili-Hii!;,sseiii- 

lily sliaiUiH'urr lliey III laws, be piwiiird l,i 'hr said -m^i 
ll"'i'; i'''vi«d iiiid -I ;''ratiiiii; mul if, :!]<.:', snri, :y':mi 
wil Hiiisideratiun, its!:-,' appear impriipiT !,i :!ie saij 

of tlieni, liii the said bill shv'.::: :i,r(ii,ir uf 

lliis stale, that tlleylv^!rn ■w^saIne,to};liller v,;.aheirui ■•lions 
lli^'i'i'l" i" ^"'iling, to llie y ;ate or liuiise of i:..M-niii|y, ii, • :l,|is„. 
wi' llii. .saiiM' shall have 01. :inalrd,w!iii shall ■■nvrtlie i .•|i,,n,s 
si't down by the council, at .irge, in their mini:; s, imd t„ 
consider Ihe said bill, I-il if, after siieh rvnnsidenr'M,,, iw„ 
lliii'ils ofllie said .senate or iioii.se of assembly si^all, ii(i|\v;:::,'tand. 
iiig the said olijeeiiiiiis, uj-ree to pass the ,sani':, it shall, ^'^-etliiir 
Willi till' objeetions, be sent to the other lii:iii-;i: .f ik j,!,,;. "im,.,, 
wliere il ,sliidl also be rerunsidcrcd, and, if ;/.'r.ved by tiv 'hirds 
of the number present, shall be a law, 
And in order to prevent any iiiiiieeessarv .ii'lays, 

BdT teiiKii Ol!nAi^B, That if any b: ^^^idl iiot be re:;:rn^^^ 
liy llie coniieil witliiii ten days after it .sliiil! fcive been pre,s,.|iti.J 
tlie same sliall be a law, unless the legislat-.i^v slmll, by t|„,„, 4 
mmiA, render a relui'ii of the said bii; within tiii days ini- 
practicable, in wliieli case the hill shall be' returned on tli'. fnsl 

(liyoftliemeetiiiijof the legislatiiii\ after the e,\piration 0: tlie 
.said ten days, 

IV. [Assembly, how constitnted,]-Thal tlie assembly shall eon. 

sisl of at least ..veiity members, to be annually cliuseti in the 

several counties, in the proportions folding, i;i2,; 

!''i)r the eity and county of New York ^-^^^^ 

The eity and county of Albany !'I',',"I"'~'Te)i'' 

The county of Dntcliess 

The county of ^Vestchtster, ]^'""_* 

The county of Ulster. ^'I ! 

•Tlic county of Suffolk ^.Z. Pj!^ 

The county of QooMLs „ _ , y^^^^, 

The county of OiBfje „ ^n^^^, 

■ The county of Kings;. _ 
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T!:(""]nn[v')f !i;.-r; _ - 

lV:'i;i[iityoiTry!}!, „ S;. 

TLi'Cji[itlyoiC!!;ii; i^v 

'nuMViiinlyo: fenib'- ...iTi,: 

Tin; '•■J'iiityofdloiicr-:': t^v^^ 

V. [ilmm; reappor:, OTinbly.]--Tliat soon is 
expiration of sey^ii y. sii:::i. 'iiiiint to the teriiiiii,ition of 

['m\[ W.IP, us iiiiiy \]{\ , /('[iv;:; of the ehictors imd iniiiibil::ii:-i 
1:1 this stiitii hi' iiii^ - ;iii<Jr" tli!' dircclioii of llie k^d:i[\h. 
All'! if, on siieh cerisiis, : M [ippcar that tlie nunil)-; of r'i|), 
ivv 'itr.livi'H in ternbly I'-.^n li:- <iaitJ co'Jnticn is not ji:.stly pn, 
I''^-'.onal to the iiiiniber i pI..r:or;; in the said coiinti'?;^ rcsp^v 
tivi ly, lhal the kiii.'j^t' it) [i(ij'i.^t and apportion Iho same by 
tiait ruld. And fmthijr, ;n o:i('^; in '.vciy sr;en years, after the 
of the said firnt census, a :ist account of the electors resi- 
dent in each county shnll be taken; and if it sliall thcrcupoQ 
apiiear thai the nninber of electors in any comity shall have in- 
''rf:;:sed or diiniiiished one or more seventieth parts ol the whole 
imiir: of ^'kim, which, on the said lirst census, shall be found 
\\\ this state, t!ic rannber of representatives i:r such county shall be 
inerCT-'d or diminished a':'":)rdiii;;ly; lhal i5 i^i say, one rcpwnt^ 
;.itive for fvery seventieth . ::rt, as a[ori;;iid. 

VI. ■ |::ri'riineiit in e;.:-ctioris by b:dlot,]«A:::) Wiikreas, An 
oj'inion ;.. ± long preva::, 1 ainonj divert of the good people of 
this state, liiat voting; a! iectioiia by ballot would tend more to 
;)rfserve • ' liberty and freedom of the people :han votinj; 
m m. :o thd end, therdorc, that a fair experiment be made, 
'iviiich of tivo nietiioaN of voting is to be preferred ; 

I'l" It ' mm), That a^ Hoon iis may bo, after the tcniiination 
0: tile p: iciit war belwci:i Ihe L'ltitcd Stales of A^i- riea and 
ilr!.at Urr.iin, art or ai'!s bo passed by the If'i^islature of this 
state, for 'jaiisini; all elcetions thcroiifter to be held in this stale 
for scnatoi^ and repitsentalives in ase::bly, to be by ballot, and 
diri'clini; Ihe manner in wliieh Ihc same ^ihall be condn^'tcd. 

A^D \!mms, It is possible that, after all the care of the 
: iishti:rcan framing the said act or acis, certain incoiwenienccs 
aiifl mischiefs, unforeseen at this day, ir.ay be found to attend the 
said mode of elceling by ballot: 

1: Is Furthkh Oito'w, That 1, af:i:r a full and f^r cxpcri- 
mciit siiali be made ai voting jy bL;ol aforesaid, the satn-,^ aim!! be 



III Tin: ' 



'•^TiTL'Tio.v or Xew Yni:y 
^:<'i:tioii X 



:e !:afety or inleresl c'lhr state Ihi 
'^f, it shall he lawfu. eonstit-:;!!]!:! 
^ the same :?rrf(r:. T^u thirds ''f thi^ 
:io^sc, respeelivclv. ^;:al| coneiir t:-T]n. 



found less c^nd'::^ 
nioJiixl of v":;n:' - 
for ih-lesislatiir- :o 
meinb"'rs p^es'^r* ''^ •• 

And^iiirtlieMhr:di::;;;::-Jic,oi,tiniianccof^ 
unlu llieM-ireifL'.' state W provide (or Tlieclcrn^ of 
^^^^^r<ifr^^^:.,\nm^^\,jU,^^ tlic said .fe- 

^VII. INifi^ation,5o;^-olca]-Tkevet7mle!nhfc 
fill nge, ;vho M iave pci^onally resided -.vithi:, one of the 

•ties of tliis state for sinnonthsimrfatelyprcd 
% of election, 3)4 at 3uel, election, be entitled to vote for™. 

°'t'^a,d,esbll:.veb..:u freeholder, posse.^^^^ 

'ho value of hventr pounds, within the said county, or have rented 
Jtaont therein of the yearlj value of forty shillings, and bee:, 
rated and aeti,allyn:;]t,,„ to this statc:/Vi^,Ve^4.ys, That 
evoiype..^,hc;,a:..:.;r«nofthedtyof.^^^^^^^^ 
«eafree,.^^^^ 

^«"^oc.thdayoiiJetok:,,,,,theyearofourLordonetlioimnd 
sra hundred and sTOi.;:ve, and shall bo actttallvai,^^ 

resident in the sai-ities respectively, shall be entitled to vote for 
repttsentativesina«b:yuithinhissaidplaeeof 

vni- [^°|^'rs' oath oL'iUegianee,]--Thntevei7etor, before 
0. We to vo::. shall Jf required 

r itlier of the insn.:.ior3, take ati oath, or if of the ucoplo called 
Wm, an affimation, of allegiance to tho ?tate ' 

IX. [Poweraofr...nbly,].-nottheasseniblythuseonstitnted 
sh II choose their o^ speaker, bo judges of their own nicmbei^ 

enjoy tho smepririlegeund proceed in doing business^; 
to Mas the ass* of the colony of New York of right 
ormcrlydidiandthatamjoiityofthesaidnieinbei^sM 
time to time, constitute a Imie to pro^'ocd upon business 

[Senate, how eonstituted.]-M^ this eonvcntion doth fur- 
t er, in the .name and by tlio authority of the good people of this 
state, Omi., DM^ 

state of i\eH' .iorkshdl consist of tffcntyfe freeholder, 

cten out of iliebo(ly.f the freeholders, aiitiiat they be chosen 
by tnc freeholders of this etse possem (^1 ' ...Holds of the value 
of one hundred pounds, over and aboveili ie^.,cl,arged thereon 
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- NVw V"'' , ■^ 'iii: i'n' .^s'so^iiv 

' '■ ''• ■ ■• ii'' '.'U'-i I" ''liij ;!iiiiii'i|i;i!i'ly ''i- 



ill' 



V::'';ill'll ill '> ' ■'!!':; 



X!I. '.^■'Uli'V':". 'vl- Ti;;i( 'I. 'Viiniiiil'scillll"' 
'' ■'i ' ■' I'M 'if iH is m ,|v. 

■■'!''> \ ii" f.iilf ilijitiieLs: t!ii: snntv- 

'ii^'"" ''^iniivhn'! [\ :'.}■ li'iil |iD"ll!,y of NVw Y(i::. .Siif^''- 

W'.slc- . Kiliijs, ii'ii'r Jiii.l liir|i"l(i;,|l , mics; ';:!■ niM/' 

til '■iiii![ii'i>!iH,|,| . Of Ci^jti.r^ 

'l^n-:: wrt',! ^lijlr :„ tj:,. I'iiv i%\ (u^U of Allfliiy, ;;n,i 
'I'l?''' lliiMvaiitii's on.iKiH^^^ 

^:'ni!,;iiii!';ii.^yi'sl.'' T!.;i! Ihi' %!i:is shall lie rbtrd'r 
■•v' ;• 'vijiiiT!) of il;-' snii: 'iisi-ids, ;is wUm':', in {.•:■ 
fiiilou'iiii;, Id u ' ill!' ,,i'''Vrii ilistiict, mi: , in t: 
iiiiild!' i^'^i'ii't^ six;;!! , '^MlNi'^n, si.\; ,iiid in ti/' i-aslo:!' 
'lislrlf". lliriv. Ami Hi: It i)|ii,,,,si;!) fiiin ji f^imM. > labi; 

;:s inny I:, iif'-r liif i'!;|iii'iit|:ii' (,[ si'voil years rroin 
'.i'''i:';'':iiti of til.' prrspiii Wiir, ;inil|i:- 'li,, ilireclimi "f \k \(»r:. 
!:!■■:■': ill'! if, on snd: rnisiis, it ^liall ''ti|i,:ar tli!it ti'/ ii::nilier 
sr is it-f justly iirii|i(iil!(ii||Hl ti, [i-'V^vi'ml (lisl'Ms, tliiil flic 
, ^!<l!';.i\lil^s;tiiP!iroiiorlinii,|i'; iir;'.'';iji mny bo, ic 'm 
:'''-i'!:.)Iilc:'v, (|Mlilini lis iifoiisiii'i, \t' I'^cli distript, Tj; 
'■ • !!:i!i:l-.'r 'if ihinn within any iif l'" ^lid ilislii'!- 'mII \m 
'■ ■"'■m\ nr.o l;v,'!i|y-l'oiiii!i of ||ir ;^^],.- .: ,|,,,,|(|,, 

■ :i''h, ■■)■ t!ip niih! ci'iiMLs, ,s!ia!; ■' fill'' '.' !' ill v.-ilc, ,ri 

■ .'litioiial srii.iinr sliii!! \k< I'hnv -i i'y |!'' '.in'o of - divrii't. 
T.:iil a majorily of Ihe niinib''- hi; chosi ■forr. 
^ .'1, siial! be mmm (a cutivit-.i" a ^'"IiiIp siiffioinH 

■■ "'ii h'lsini'ss; find tlmt tlic scatc silijl'- in lijin niaiirr 1, tli'- 
*nih!y, be liii: jinlffcs of i|.s own in(>iii'''''\ Ami Hk It 'Di m?. 



'^'..:it It .s!i;ill lie ill llic imworof ■:..(' i'litii'''^ lepslnliirfs n: 'M> ;:;2t-, 
'■ ." !hi' wnvenipiice and ;iilviintL"i of t''t! ijoijil i"''!^' : if, ro 
'i viilu tlic same iiilo siieh fiirllir o\ imh' - mi,. ,i, ,iri- , 
r ; shall to them appear ncecssiir, 



'^111. jli'*s''l'tilimU.Atidtj,isto,ivi.||ti,,,,d,,!,i, f^^ 
''■:''^'^''i'lVl!p':'.'ilb'.r:i-nr;;yp,iid iiooplmf ||,i.s s;,,;,' 
■"'"■^'■^'' "•''■^'■'■■"■^'■' AM) Dl'ru,;,: t:,;„ ih, ,,,„,|,|„,,, „ ,,,,1^, 
•"'■''1 li" ilisfnii-iiiM'ib ''!■ di.t^;vd „f any i-.-liLs or [nO/iV.es 
■"""''^'''^"'"" ^'■''J''^'l'^ ^' lii^ .siiilohyiii.l'oNiinii,,,,,,,,:.,,!,. 

ILiii. -''iiorii(ljoiiiii!wiiij.iiiai„pi||H,r,||,,,,s,,,,||,|j, 
till' sriiiil. -hill! Iiavi; power to a.'ymni ilioiiKidvrs for any 
^''1:'";' I'' ^ '"'" '■• wiiioiii miiiiiai ,,„„s,,„i „f |,„||;^ 

[('I'l;' 'Hit of llVO IlllllSffi; (:,\(Vlllive S('S,si0|IS,|-Tll|ll 

!';'"''^'"'' ^1"' ■'^^'•■'"^''l)' ^^^'1 soiiatodisii.'iii.,aconfL'ivnri,,sl,a|| |J 
tlin'!-m.o(b'^;li,iind boMiia.a'dl)yt'iMiiilt(vs,lok' 
^'"'"' ''^'SP-':^^!"'.^'-'" by Idiot, TbiilllKMloiirs, bnili „fi|i, 
:*"''lNnda.sv'nil)ly, shall al all tiniw lie kept open to all persons, 
''^■'■|1ilwlienl!ii-,velfareofi!.e stai,. siia: mpiirc their ddiaies to 
I"' '^I'l't sc«'et. Aii.l journals ,.f all ilieir pro,..Tdiii|,'s shall lie 
''J''' '" '1'^^ '""'■"«' l't'W''f''i'i^'>'Tiisli)ni('d by Ihe Bra 

tlic wlony t: New \'orl;; and, except sudi .parts as tliey sliaji, 
^■^ afuresaid, r'.'spoctivcly doteniiine not to make public, k, from 
mo day, if the business of lli,. legislature will permit, published, 
AVI, [Limitation of mimher of inciiil)er,s,l-It is, novcrthdp.s.^ 
pi'ovKlcd,. that tiie luunhor of senatoi^i sh;dl never exeoed one linn' 
J"''iii"i''hi'nioii4'iNofa.wiblythreelinndn'(l;b«^ thai, ,;!,«,. 
i'^'^''' th^ miiiiber of senator.s shall amount In one hundred or of 
*''»!ily to three hundred, then, ;vid 1, .,ieh ease, llicl.ns- 
. .M',!: ri..^,,o.,yl,,,fo, that purpose, 
mim Mid d,slril)iit.i!,..saa^ lHin,hvd*nalor,s and three 
!i''"uv-l r iiresinlalivi's aiii..,,. [k «,.,„ disinds and couiiiie,s of 
llii-s si^le, , ■ nn,|H)rtioii to the inmiber of il,eir re,S|)eetive electors 
Ihe rjpreSMiatioii of llie ^ pmple of this- stale, Ml, in 
""-'■^•■"il'lv,.^iiiill forever ivniain proportionate and 

ijd«!iiiiie, 

'^Vll, _ (lovenior; qualifetion ai j '.pnt'^-Aiid lliis conven- 
:i""doth : .'rt!n,r,in the aaiiie and t,v Ifi,. :dioritv of the good 
?mk of m, Oi(D.iiN, toTEitj-vi m DffiLAiiE, That the 
iiE^^pnie ei-itivc mtr ml luthontv t±, state shall be vested 
iS i govei3!:r; an;.: tkt, .sintealy, on in every three years, and 
lis rften as;-c scai, orraverniiiuiit sha:; m vacant, a wi,se and 
M imiMmt state shall be ballot, eleetfd Rovernoi; 
by the liitn.Jders of this state, qaal: n. boi'oi'c doscrlbed, to 
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elect sciifltors^ wim.'!) Mm Ml be ahviivii held at the times 
ahd places of d:oo,^ing repri-jiiintiitivea in a.s.seinbly for each re- 
spective county; anj that tlic [lem wlio halli the amM nuiiihcr 
of voted within the said stale shall be ({overijor thereof, 

XVIII. [ijovornor'a Rcnora! powcrsJ-Tlial the governor shall 
conllniie in olTice three years, and shall, by virtun of his oHice, be 
general and eoiiiinaiiJer in chief of all the inilitia, and admiral of 
the navy, of tliu siiiie; Ihiit he shall have power to eonvene the 
a^HHcnibly and senate on extraordinary occa^sioiw; to prnrouiie them 
from time to time, provided such proroijation shall not exceed sixty 
days inihe space of any one year; and, at hia dwcretion, lo grant 
reprieves and \mim to persons convicted of crimes, other than 
treason or mrrder, in which he may suspend the execution of the 
ijcntence until it shall be reported to the legislature, at their sub- 
sequent meetiiij, and they shall cither pardon or direct the execu- 
tion of the criminal, or grant a further reprieve, 

XLX. ((icvernor's'dutie8.]-That it shall be the duty of the 
governor to iniorm t.\^ legislature, at every session, of tlie condition 
of the state, so far :.\ may respect liis department; to recommend 
Buch matteis :q the;: consideration a^i shall appear to him to con- 
fcrn iU good govcr::n)cnt, welfare, and prosperity; to correspond 
with the Continenul Congress, and other states; to transact all 
necesaar;^ business v,-;th the officers of government, civil and mill* 
tar)'; to uke care t::at the laws arc faithfully executed, to the best 
of Ilia ability; and expedite alt such mc0ires an may be resolved 
upon by the legislature. 

XX. [Lieutenant governor; qualification and tenn,]--That a 
licutenani r^vemor shall, at CVC17 election of a governor, and as 
often as the lieutenant governor shall die, resign, or be removed 
from office, be elected in the same manner with the governor, to 
continue ir. office until the next election of a governor; and such 
lieutenant governor shall, by virtue of his office, be president of the 
senate, and upon an equal division, having a casting vote in their 
decisionfi, but not voto on any other occasion, 

And in cose of the impeachment of the governor, or his removal 
from office, death, resignation, or absence from the state, the lieu- 
tenant governor shall exercise all the power and authority apper- 
taining to the odicc of governor, until another be ehosen, or the 
governor absent or impeached shall return, or be acquitted. Pro^ 
viJcd, That where ihc governor shall, with llie consent of tho 
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Mature, bo out of the stale, in time of war, at the head of a 
military force thereof, he shall still continue in his command of all 
the mditary force of this stale, both by sea and land; 

XXL [When president of senate to act as governor.]~Tliat 
whenever the government shall be administered by the iiiutenanl 
governor, or he shall be unable to attend 03 pitjaidcnt of the senate, 
the senators shall have power to elect one of their own members to 
the office of president of the penalc. which he shall exercise pro Im 
And if, during such vacancy of the office of governor, the 
lieutenant governor shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die, or 
be absent from the state, tho president of tho senate sliidl', in like 
manner as the lieutenant governor, administer the government until 
othcra shall be elected by tlio sufoige of tho people, at the sue- 
ceedinj election, 

^ XXII. [State trei^urcr.l-And this convention doth further, 
in the name and by the authority of tho good people of this state,' 
Ordain, DmMNE, and Declaiik, That tho treasurer of this state 
shall be appointed by act of the legislature, to originate with the 
assembly. 

Pmm, That he shaU not be elected out of either branch of 
the legislature. 

XXIII [Officers, bow appointed] -That all officers other 
than those who, by this Constitution, are diluted to be otherwise 
appointed, shall bo appointed in^ the manner following, to wit; 
The assembly shaH, once in evet)^' year, openly nominate and ap^ 
point one of the senators from each great district, which scnatoi^ 
shall form a council for the appointment of the said officers of 
which the governor for the time being, or the lieutenant goverlior, 
or the president of the senate (when they shall respectively ad^ 
minister the government), shall be president, and have .a casting 
voice, but no other vote, and, with the advice and consent of the 
said council, shall appoint all of tho said ollicera; and that a 
majority of the said council be a quorum; And Further, The said 
senaloi^ shall not be eligible to the said council for two ycara suc- 
cessively! 

XXIV. [Officers' commissions; terms of judicial officers.] ^ 
That all military officers be appointed during pleasure; that all 
commissioned officci^, civil and military, be commissioned by the 
govcnior; and that the chancellor, the judges of the suprcmi court, 
and fii^t judge of the county court in every county, hold llieir 
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o!li(!('s (liirini; I'ooil Ih^Iijividi' or imlil (liry sluill liiivo ri'sitittively 
aliainul. tliij wff. of sixty yi'ai\ 

XXV, [Wlii'ii pl^y, not ti) ln)M otiior ulTn.'i:,|-''Tliiil (lie elian- 
ct'llor iiiiil jii(]|/cs of tli(! sii|i!Ti!ii' court .sliiill imt, at lliii simui lirno, 
liolil any other otiici!, m\)[\\v^ tlial of delcijalc to [k general Con- 
!(ru.s.s, ii!)on spcdal occasions; and that tlio first jiid|;i^ of Hid county 
I'oiirls in the several coiiiilies shall not, at the same time, hold any 
olhiT office, cxcL'iilini; thai of iji'iiator, or delesfale to the general 
Congress, But if tlic chancellor or either of the said jndges hi! 
i'li'ctt'd or apjiointed to any other ulliei', exenptinj; as is before ex- 
ci'ptrd, it siiall be at his option in \M\ to serve. 

mi ISheriffsand i'on.iiiL'i'H,l-Tliiit .shei'ids ain] coronera lie 
iiiiiiiiiilly iipiioiiitud; mill lliiil no person sliall be capaWe of holding 
I'itlii'i' of llie saiil oflici'!) niuii' lliiiii four ycai's suewivi'ly; nor tlio 
.slicriH' of holiliiig iiiiy_ oilier ofliee at the siiine time. 

XXVII, [Ri'ij'isters, elerks, niarslials, attoriicy!i,]~AND Bk It 
l''un'riiKii OiiDAiNEi), Thiit llio rcfislor aiid elerka in cliaiiceiy be 
appuinli'd liy the chancellor; the elcrkii of the supreme court, by 
llie judgen of the m\ court; the clerk of the the court of probates, 
by the judge of the said court; and the rejjislcr and niaralial of 
the conn of odniirally, by the jiidfjo of the admiralty, Tlie said 
miiiiilial, ix'gisiere, and clerks to continue in office ikmi tiie plea- i^' 
sure of tliojic by whom they are lo be iippoiiiled as iiforesaid, 

And all atlonicys, .solicitorH, nnil wiiinselloi's at law, lirreaflcr 
to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and licensed by the 
first jiidije of the eourl in which lliey shall respeelivoly plead or 
practise; and he reijuhiled by tlie rules and orders of the unid 
eoiiria. 

XXVIII, IDuration of oftiec,j~A.ND Bk It FuiiTituii Ominkd, 
That where, by this Constitution, the duration of any otSce shall 
not be mrtained, such ollicc shall be construed to be held during 
the pleasure of the Council of Appointment ; fmidd, That new 
coniiiii^sions shall be issued to judijes of the coiinly courts (other 

i than lo the M judge), and to justices of the peace, once at tho 
least in eve^ three yeani, 

XXIX, [Certain tomi and county officers,j-The town clerka, 
supervisors, a,ssessors, cotislablcs, and colleetoi^, and all other of- 
(m, licrctoforc eligible by the people, shall ilwayn continue to 
be .so eligible, in the manner dircclod by the present or future ads 
of legisliilurc, 



^ Hci'lioii X.\XI[f 

That loan offieew, coiiiily lrea,siiriTs, aii,] i\ of |iie 
continih! lo be iippoiiiled in the maimer iii)'''^\,J hy ili^, ,,roM.„i 
future acls of the lesiLslaliiro. 

XXX, [Congressional delegates, how fl'%|,,lv-'j1iiit Ji'kn-atcs 
lo represent this state in the general Coii^f^^^ the I'tiilcd itcs 
of America be annually appointed, as %/\ i\U Tlic .Senate 
and a.wnbly shall each openly nominate / V)' pc^iis ^ shall 
be equal to the whole number of delegaifj Appointed 1 after 
which nomination they shall meet togeOici; mose f%ns named 
in both lists shall be delegates; and oni / these p^tsons Miose 
names are not on both lists, one half slmi 51,0^ by the joint 
ballot of the senators and members of 50 nict together as 
aforesaid, ' 

XXXI, [Enacting clause ; writs in \\^(' J\ j^coplc.|^That the 
stylo of all laws shall be as folloiw, to wit; \ iHn^ V the 
people of the state of New York, rcpros/^tl jn senate ^"(1 as- 
sembly/' and that all writs and other j>^/\s ibftH nin ifl the 
name of the people of the state of New \/' be ifl the 
name of the chancellor, or chief judge of ^o^ K w'lcncc 
they shall issue, 

XXXII, [Court of impeacliments; coi,rf ^\ ^^mkht^^ this 
convention dotli further, in the name and / % of the 
good people of this state, Okdain, Detkr^,/'^' ^.-d Iltt^„u, That 
a court shall be instituted for the trial of M the 
correction of erttirs, under the regulatioM sliall be estaV 
lished by llie legislature, and to consist president of the 
senate fov the time being, atrd the senalot^^ hi judgw 
of the supreme court, or the major part (ii\f\ except that when 
an impeachment shall be prosecuted ag^/^ J},c cliaticcllor, or 
either of the judges of the supreme court, tl)^ ^j^oii jO ijjpoaey 
shall be suspended from exercising his his j^quittal; 
and in like manner, when an appeal from ^ %& in equity shdl 
be beard, the chancellor shall inform the /\ gi the j^jsons of 
his deewe, but shall not have a voice in tli^ f'\ gi'iitcfice, And jf 
the cause to be determined shall be brought i)^^ \ ^^'Ht error, on 
a question of law, on a judgment in the snp/^''li cOlirl, the judges 

■ of the court shall assign the rwisons of snej) \ir joJ.^lticnl, but 
shall nut have a voice for its nllirinanec 0|. 

XXXIII, [Impeachment by as,wmbly,l J''ilt'iln ,,0^^^ of im- 
peaching all officers of the slate, for nial J ^^^jij,^ Conduct 
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ill mn\h, tmt that it s!i!ill nln'flj'^ lio fik(^^h^^ lk\ t'^'o third 
parts fif llic inotiiljiTs \mm[ slm H consent to HiiJ n^rcc in snfli 
imiiMi'liinMit, That, to 'tip trial of i^ipcicliiiioiit, 
the mi'dibfrs of the :;,iii court iih"l| (,e swoni, inily 

aii'l iiii|i;irliully to tr.v iind dclwiniiie the ^y'^^ ]„ i^W^j^, k. 
cording to n-idiw; mid that no jit'nicnt of tli^ ^aid conit M\ 
be valid iinWi it sliall In- asseiiH to by two tdird p^iM of Hie 
mm\m tlira prosnit; nor shall it Ktciid turilio^ ijiati \o rnnoval 
from oHitT and (|i,s(|iiidilica!iQii to Ijuld or enjoy ai,y pln^p ot honor, 
tnist, or iiroli!, mk this stato, M tlio m\\fM M 
k iicwnliidcs^, li'djli' and .snlijpft; Ip iiidiclmfnt, jndiriiicnt, 
mid [iiiiiisliiiKiif, muhk'i lo tlio ll^vfl flf t]y, |,^|„i_ ' 

XniV, [Accused may hai'c %ti!ip|,lv;\Nti [r Is Fi'hi'iii;i: 
Oiii'A!N'i;i). That in cvcr,\' trial oa i;i|'.eiip|iiil(nit, iiidictniont for 
mm or ndHdwncanor, tin' partj iiiilH'iich,i or j„Ji(!i„I shall he 
nllowd mw[ m in civil actiondi 

•VXXV, IConinimi law pQnliiiiiHl-A'id com'cnt'«ii doth 
fiirllii'r, in tlie name and by the rillhority of tlii, (rood poopjc of 
lliis «;atc, OiiDAiN, IlKTHiMiNK, \^'HMi,\ % siich Parts (if 
tlie common law of En;;Ian(l, and He slaliitc ]ftiv of Unplmid mid 
fircal llrilain, and of ilio ads of He ItRislnture of the (M)' of 
New Vork, as together did form \\m of llic stiiJ on tlio 
I3ili day of April, in the year ntwlo^ ok tlioiiMinl st'Vfn 
li'indrcd nad scvcnty.flvo, shall lip m\ mwm tlic laW of thi,i 
slate, subject io sindi alloraliona and jirovisioi,;, (W iogislaturc of 
tliis Mate shidl, from tiaio to lime, (oric^rpi'i^ tM' sar"'. Tl^^t 
siifli of the said acts as arc tenip^fj sfifllj csfijro at the tiiwa 
liiiiit^tl for their duration rcspfctiri Thm all ^ndi parts of the 
said cpniiiiiiii lav, and all sncli of t\ aald %iitp,^ jda afore, 
.will, or part^ tliereof, as may lie c^fisinifd tti cstAl,ijj|i of maintain 
any partienlar denomination of C2it|,iliiiti.4 or llioir ministers, or 
concern ihc all('(,'ianee licrclofore i\ M jlic juproniflcy, 
s"Vi'ri'ii'iity, (tovcrnnicnt,, or prerofT'livi'S cl^inifl or (i^crd'si'd by, 
llie Kins of (Ircat llritain and lilri froikc^^^orn, over tho colnny 
of N'eiv Viirk and its inhabitants, o f i''o rcfligiiaiit [o this Copoti. 
tiilMii, 1)1' and Ihcy heirby are, aliiiiitcd ti^i And Hi'h 
''"I'vfiiliwi i!"lli fiii'llier OiiiniN, 'ri|t llic fesoh\>, of \d\\(\m 
of llie I'oniiriwii of llio eolnny of V Yorlt^ anj jf tlu coiiveii. 
lioii flf liic stale of Nov York, ii[i*Mn tort(| (Hiii poi i^pngnant 
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^i'l''wl»«'""'ii'in'ait of ^hclaH^s of this slate; siiliH 

H to sii^'li alti palio-is mid provisions- as the Icijislaini'o of this 

statnniiy,lroiiitiiiici,,,i,,,P^ miija. eoneeniiiifi Hie sunic. 

I\'XVI, [1,'oyal ,,,,,|,ts and cliarlorsJ-ANi) lit; l.\,u.f|,|?„ 
(|«i''>iN';";''''wtall 1,'ranlsof landwilliln this slate, nnideliythe 
Kiii|,'off)ival Briiain, or persons actinu under his anlliority lifter 
'Kv of (Mobcr, one ihousaiid seven hiindi'd and 
''>'.'iiill mid void; kt that nolliin;; in this Coti- 
•^''l''''''"'''"''"i"''''^!iiilMi('eoiistriicdloa^lTliiiiv^^^^^^^ 

l"'^''^'''!'': '^'leliy 111,, aiilhoritynf Hie said „,■ liil 

I" """111 any cliarlewii, bodies p«ililie,l)yhini or 
iiiiidiM>n»iMolbidiiy,Andlh^ 
said chiirli'i's sliall lie mljndnrti („ jj,. vi,iii ivasnii of miv iionnser 

«i'"'«"^^'''«f«iiy«f their ivspcetive ri'ditsor privileges- bdivcon 
l''''''"''''7'''^>''J'''^\pni,inlhoyearofoiirl(irdfl,,eihoi^^^^ 
semi luiiulivd and scvt.nty.livc,iindlliepnl)lienlion of this Consli- 
I","""' ''^^'^'''™'";:>^Thalal!siiehofllipofOce!v!escril)d 
said charlii's iVNpectivrjy, as, liy the leiiiis of the said eharters were 
ti|;;^'«PP;'''l''Jl\vllio_K,,veriioroftlioeuloiiy(^^^ 

coii^fnt of the council of llic said Kin;;, in 
leiii'i'foiili be appointed by the council cs- 
'I'i^ ''"iisiitiilioii for the appoinlnient of officers in 

"'''''I'^visr ilitwied by the Ifi'islaliire. 
('''"''■'"ise of Indian lands liiniied,]-AND 'Wnriti'AS 
II i'^''f?i;^'''l ""l«''l«iee 10 the safely of this state that pea 
11""'.^' will ;liHiidiaiK within the same be at all tikutipporicd 
And Wiiniims, The frauds too often practiced 
tinvards tbo said Indians, in coiitriicis made for llieir lands have 
in divei^ instances, been productive of dan^eroiis (lisconients id 
animosities; III! It ()iiini,vi;ii, That no purchases or eontractsfoe 
IliesiileoflPiids Mle since the Mlh day of October, i„ i|,cjw 
of oiir Lord Olio tl,oiisiin,|OT.„i,|,,,,||.e,i„n,]j^^^^^^ 

iiiiiy lu'wC'''' 1)0 made with or of the said Iinliaiis, wil 



wiiiioiit llie aiivici 
i« said eoluiiy, slm 
lilisli ' 
lis si 



V(lll>l| 



iif! on llic 



or deemed 



aiiiiioriiy a 



ieiiislatiire of tliis stale, 

'raliotil-ANa WiiiatHAS, Wc are re- 

.ilesotralioiialliliorly.iiotoiilyto 
expri .^ivil tyriiniiy, k[ also to (jinird uKaiiiHt that spirimal op- 



'vfiiti nli'i v^!^ !'i;v ^i'<i;ir;:('t! it[;i!!!;ilitl; lliis 

"'HV^ !»''"'! '!';':: ' 'I,'' W^ww iiiiii py lli.' i'tiliinrilv n! 'iio 
^''''^i I" "'i'' fi|;!»\!V, I>i;tki;v!M', ,\np TniI 

If"- r.Vri'M' ni 'nyiiii'ii' nf rNiL'HHlS !l!'')!"S^''.>ll Itll'l 
V, 'mi;'!' (!iv'ri:ri;[i,|f''iti nr i)!v!VlV!!ir, fulrWr iiiiVaiVl' 
'':''''.V"I tins s'.i'r In nil iiiiiiik'iiil • /VfiriW. T!liil tin' 

■■N'"'^" i:'' ii''"^i';"'Mt'ss Ml' iiMil'y jii'iifiii'is wi'ii 

,\X,\IX. ''I'Ti';.!:/!! III.! r|;L;i;)li' In i»flk|..,AM» \Vll;:Hl',\,^ 
'i'i-'' hI' ii'Sjif! liy tl'/ir I'l'nlVss'dii, ilciliful^ii 1m tin- 

''iii'iid!!: ;!iriv!',)rr im inims'iT 

i\V •I'll'OllllM!!.!)! vJj.i'snrVi'l, ill \\\\\ 

"'■i.''''''" ill d; ii'tliliiii^^ .iiiy nvil nr mihiiiry nfiin' nr iilin'i' 

' A\!» \V!!!''!i;\>, l! is i^f 'lie iifinnsi if!i!!(ir!;i(i('i' 
') liii' >i;>ly I-:' I'V'iy s'jV ('iiit il ooiiM always br in a cHHliliiili 
'ifiVii^'', k lily itf rvt'ry fiuii wim ['iijnys llir pniliv- 
I'rt'i'iiivil mill u'tlliii'^ In ili'^iiil il; ihis mi 
i:;''!'*'!'"'''. I!! I'lr !ii!ftii\ am! Iiy \\w m\\m\\' of ilir i^imil 
(>:' !!iSsl.i!-\ .luili ibAis, hnFtiMixi; and \hyum\ Tliiil 
ni-Va liiis s''!l^ ,ill liiiir.s lifivalVr, us Wi'l! in pnii'i' 
^''M; if am! ilisriplitii-d, nml in rmhm for 
iimI Hi! s'l^'ii (if i!ir iiilialiiiaiits nt il)is .slate \\m; of 
f.ii' I'ailt'il i^l'iakrrs) lis, I'mni of toiiMmw, may be 
'it l:;t' .if anus, In- liinvfrom mm\ hy tlie Ircis- 
1?"! '!n piiy i-i !!i-' sialr s'jrli Minis of iiininy, iti liiii of ilieir 
m'rS'^;iai scrvhv, as l!u' saiiii,' may, in ilii^ jiiilirdiiiii of tlit' lifjis- 
ill' wuiii! Ami tliiil II pmpiT iiia;:a/iii(^ of \m\h stoivs, 
ti» llic iiiiinli'.T nf iiilmliilaiils, lii' fotwer luiv.ifti^r, al 
lil-' 'AiH'twv (*f llih slalc, iiinl liy at'Nof tlii' Iri^iHliilillv, I'slaWlslii'il, 
ni.rplairn!, ami roniiiiiiril, in ivm imniily in ilii^s|i,|(\ 

\LI, (Ti iii k jury \m\m\] Ami this mm\\m ilolli 

fiir!!;>i' 0!iiiA!\, li''*!i'ii(\iiNi', AMI DhUaUK, in ilic nann', ml by 
tilt' Ji'ilmiivy nf '^iim-! nf litis slair, llial irlal by jni'v, 
in ill! rm in wlm'ii i! Iiatli lurriofin'r bri'ii nsnl in lla' iHilnny nf 
\hv Vnrl;, sliiill 111' rstiililislirtj, (nni miiain InvidliiK- foiwr, Ami 



11; A^!f:x:)vi:v:s to T.ir ( 'DSvrm'TiuN wr lin 21 

Iliat no lids of aMaimiiM' shall hi' i-asv-d by ilii^ li'[(i>l;itnro of this 
sImIl', for ei'im<'S oilivr i!iaii ilinsi* rninhiiltnl bifnic llio inniinjilion 
of ihe pivsiiit war; an'l !li:il m ;n't.s slnill ml work a mrniiiijnn 
of b!i)(iil, And 1'Vktiikr, T!tat ihi' Ir^rislalnre of this stair sliall. 
<it 110 tiiiio linvaftrr, instimte iiiiy iinv coiirl or cnnrls, bnl sic'li as 
sliiill pm-i'i'ii iurni'ilin? in the cnnrso of \k coniinnii law. 

XLII. [XaHiriilizatioii,]"^An(| ihis i-onvnilioii ihilh fnillnT, in 
till' mime and by liir aitthniity of ilu' i^'nod people nf ilm slali\ 
•Ohdai.v, I.)i;ti:hm!ni; and DirhAKK, That il .sliall bo 'in llic discre- 
lion of the li":is!ati]iv in natiirali/.e all such pin'soiis, mid in sm'h 
manner, as tlicy sliall think [iroprr: IWiiki all snrh of the per- 
,s'»iis s(i to be by (hnii natiirdi/cd, as, hm; born in pavls bi'vund 
si'Ji, and ont of tbi> I'nilnl Slahs of Anmrira, shall cnnio to settle 
HI, (iiid hmw siilijimts df, iliis Nlaii\ shall lake an oatli of nHepianco 
to this stiilf, innl jibjir.v and imoiimv all alli':;iinH'p and .siibjirtion 
toidland c\m iWii^n kniir, princo, poii'ntati; ami stale, in all 
matters, errli^siasiieal as well as eivil |.iy nrdor: 

L!;ii\'.\Kii (I'ASSKvoDirr, Pm, pro. hi 



THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 



Adopted November's, 1845. , 
AS AMENDED* AND IN FORCE JANUARY 1, 1876 

ARTICLIi I . 

SfiCTION 1. No [)erson to be disfranchised. 

SHC. 2. Trial by Jury. 

Sl.iC. 3, Religious liberty. 

SFiC. 4. Writ of kabcab colpiuS, 

SFiC. 5. Bai 1 , fines. 

Sl'.C. 6. Clrand Jury. 

sr.C. 7. Private property — l^rlvate roads. 

SfiC:. 8. l-reedom of speech and of the press. 

SfiC, 9. Two- third bills. 

SliC. 10. IMght of petition — Divorces — Lotteries. 

SFiC. II. Right of property In lands — I:scheats. 

SFiC. 12. l-eudai tenures abolished. 

SF:C. 13. Allotllal tenure. 

SFiC. 14. Certain leases invalid. 

SliC. 13. F-lnes and quarter sales abolished. 

SEiC. 16. Sale of lands. 

SfiC. 17. Old colony laws and acts of the legislature - Common law 

— Commissioners to be appointed — their duties. 

SFiC. IS. Crants of land since 1775 — Prior grants. 

ARTICLIi II. 

SPiCTION 1. Qualification of voters. 

SliC, 2. Persons excluded from right of suffrage — Challenge — 

Laws to be passed excluding from right of suffrage. 
SFi(^. 3. Certain employments not to affect residence of voters. 
SI-C. 4. Laws to be i)assed. 
SliC. 5. li lection to be by ballot. 

ARTICLL III. 

SjiCTlON 1. Legislative powers. 

SliC. 2. Senate » number of — Assembly, number of. 

SliC. 3. State divided into thirty-two senatorial districts — 

boundaries thereof — Board of supervisors of the city of 
New York to divide the county into four senate districts — 
Certificate, etc., to be filed. 

SliC. 4. Census to 1)0 taken in 1833,, and every ten years — Senate 
districts, how altered. 

SliC. 3. Members of Assembly, number of, and how apportioned and 
chosen — Hoards of supervisors in certain counties and 
board of aldermen i.n New York city to divide tlie same 
into Assembly districts - Description of Assembly districts 
to be filed - Contents of Assembly districts - Legislature 

AmonJ!ii«'n! aro dir.cur.r.od in Tlick, Alexander, H istory of Now York State , 
Vol , (^67-^1876). 
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SfiC. 


6. 


SEC. 


7. 


SEC. 


'8. 


SKC. 


9. 


SLiC. 


10. 


SEC . 


1 1 . 


SEC. 


12. 


SEC . 


13. 


SEC. 


14 . 


SEC. 


15. 


SEC . 


16. 


SEC . 


1 7 


SEC. 


IS . 


SEC. 


19. 


SEC. 


20. 


SEC. 


21 . 


SEC. 




SEC. 


23. 


SEC . 


2A. 



SEC. 25. 



to rc-apportion members of Assembly - Each county entitled 
to one member - Hamilton county - Counties and towns may 
be divided and new ones erected. . • 

Pay of members. 

No member to receive an appointment. 
Persons disqualified from being members. 
Time of election fixed. 
Powers of each house . 
Journals to be kept. 
No member to be questioned, etc. 
Bills may originate in either house. 
Enacting clause of bills. 

Assent of a majority of all the members required, etc. 
Restriction as to private and local bills. 
Existinti law not to be made a part of an act except by 
i n sorting it therein . 

Private and local bills, in what cases they may not be 

passed - General laws to be passed - Street railroads, 

condition upon which they may be authorized. 

The legislature not to audit or allow any private claim. 

Bill imposing a tax, manner of passing. 

Same subj ect . 

Board of supervisors. 

Local legislative oiowers conferred on boards of supervisors. 
No extra compensation to be granted to a public officer, 
servant, agent or contractor. 

Sections seventeen and eighteen not to apply to certain bills, 



ARTICLE IV. 



SECT 

sec:. 

SEC. 
SEC. 
SEC. 
SEC. 
SEC. 



SEC. 
SEC. 



ION 

3 . 
4 . 
S. 
6. 



8, 
9, 



1. Executive power, how vested. 
Recjuisite qualifications of Governor. 

Time and manner of electing Governor and Lieutenant-Governor. 
Duties and power of Governor — His compensation. 
Pardoning power vested in the Governor. 
Powers of Governor to devolve on Lieutenant-Governor. 
Requisite qualifications of Lieutenant-Governor — To be 
president of the Senate, and to act as Governor in certain 
cases . 

Compensation of Lieutenant-Governor. 

Bills to be presented to the Governor for signature — If 
returned by him with objections, how disposed of — Bills to 
be returned within ten days - After adjournment ; bil Is must 
be approved in thirty days, else cannot become law — Governor 
may object to items of appropriation in any bill. 



SliCTION 
SEC. 2. 
SEC. 
SEC. 4. 
SEC. 5. 



ARTICLE V. 

I. State officers, how elected and terms of office. 
State Engineer and Surveyor, how chosen and term of office. 
Canal Coinmissionei-s, how chosen and terms of office. 
Inspectors of State Prisons, how elected and terms of office. 
Commissioner, of the Land Office - Commissioners of the Canal 
ImuuI - Canal Board. 
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SI:(1. <». i'owcM's and duties of Boards, etc. 

S\:C, 7. Ti'easufcr may be suspended by (k)vernor. 

SliC. 8. Certain offices abolished. 

ARTICLH VI . 

Sli(iTION 1. Jinpeachrnent — Assembly has power of - r.ffect of judgment. 

Court of Appeals - Judges how chosc'n - Appointment of clerk. 
Vacancies in office of Judge of Court of Appeals; how filled. 
Causes [tending in Court of Appeals to be referred to. 
Conun i ss i oners of Appeals. 

Coirimi ss loners of Appeals - Vacancies how f;i 1 led — Chief 
Commissioner to be api^ointed. 

Supreme ('ourt — Jur i sd i c t i on — Just ices — Jud i.c i al District 
number of justices in; may be altered without increasing 
number. 

Terms of Supreme Cour-. 

Jud>, -or Justice may not s.t in review cf decisions made by 
h i m , etc . 

Vac::, cy :n office of Just i of Supreme Court, how filled, 
..ludi ^ or Ciourt of Appeal:- or Justices of Supreme ('ourt, 
to li .d no other office. 
Remo Is ~ Proceedings in relation to. 
c: i ty ' 'urts . 

Justi.'c of Supreme Court or Judges of City Courts, how chosen 
— Term of office — Restriction as to age. 
(x^mpensat i on of Jutlges or Justices — Not to be diminished 
during term of office. 
c:ounty Courts, 
hoc a 1 j ud i c i a I o f f i c er s . 

-Judge of Court of Apjiea 1 s , or Justice of Supreme Court, 
election or appointment of — Question to be submitted to 
peop 1 e . 
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si:c. 
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SHC. 
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Sf.C . 


cS . 


SliC . 
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SliC. 
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I 1 


O I A . • 
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1 ^ 


si:c. 


13 


SfiC. 


[A 


SliC. 


IS 


si;c. 
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SiiC. 


17 


si:c. 


IS 


si:c. 
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siu:. 


:() 


si.c. 
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SiiC. 


J 1 
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SI.C. 

si:c. 




siu:. 
S[;c. 


■) ^ 

JS 


SI. CI 


KIN 



rece i ve l;ees . 

Judgments, etc, may be or.iored directly to Court of Appeals 
for rev i ew . 

Publication of Statutes tr^ provided for — To be free to 
all. 

Judges, first election of - When to enter upon duties. 
Local judicial officers - rerm of office of present incumbent 
Cou s o f Spec i a 1 Sess i ons , 
Suri'ogat es ' Courts , 

(\)urt ol' Appeals ma\* order causes to be heard by Commission 
o t" Appea 1 s . 

ARTUJj: VI 1 . 

1. Canal debt - Sinking lanul - June 1, 1SJ(), $1,300, 000 - 
June I , ISSS, Si //()0,t)00, 
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Slit:. J. (aMU'i-al I-'und Heht - Siiikinj^ i'luul , $:SS0,00n; after ccM'tain 

Si;i:. .S . SJnn, ()()() oC tlu^ ^^urplus canal rcnxMUies aiumally appropri ated 

to Ccaoral !'inul , and the remainder- to spec i fie public works — 
Certain defieieneies in the revenue^ not exceeding $2,2r)0,()00 
annual !>• to be supplied from the revenues of the eanaJs - 
Cont ravror's , no extra compensation to be made to. 

SI'.C. I. I.oafis to incorporated companies not to be relecused or 
e '>!!ip rom i s (\1 . 

Sfa:. 3. ft/ • iati::: ii.iil, by ecjuit.Mlo •;ajs, incr'case the revenues 

oi .\\-.' 'in '''A for..: in cert iin i^es. 
Sl-f;. Ccr-tain n: ■ . • ui' : no State not *' ' i)e leased or sold — 

i:>.pondi^M- ^. for collections a:.' repairs, limited ~ funds 

f l oiii U- • ^a 1 r.- , lu)W app 1 i e; 

si.i:. . Salt sp:i!^ 

-A'X'. . S . ApprojM- . t u: b i I 1 s . 

Sia;. 0. State c: ' ot to be loaned. 

'>\':C. 10. Tuwcr t^ ;i;:act debts limited. 

SI'.C. 11. Deris t« invasion, etc., ray be contracted. 

Sf.i:. IJ. I.i : a t.at i o:. >: the 1 eg i s 1 a t i \'e p^ .-er in the creation of debts. 

^f.C. 1.^. Sinking :'',::d:> to be separate!)' V'^'pt and safely invested. 

SliC. 14. I'l i; ns baiTcd by lapse of time - i.imitatiou of existing 



■ lai;:is 



ARTlCIdi VI 1 1 



Si.tVlMON 1. Corporations, how createtl. 
Si'C. J. Oi'bts of corporations. 
She:, .S . "Cor-jKirat ions" defined. 

Sf:c. 1. Charters for sav i ngs dianks and banking purposes. 
SliC. T) . Specie payments. 
SliC. [•'.eiMStry of bills or notes. 

SliC. \ livdividual r'espons i b i 1 i ty of stockholders, 
-lie, . lri-olvenc\' of banks, prefer-ence, 

die. i. slaturi^ to prt)vide for tlie i ncorpo i-a t i on of cities and 

\allages, and to define powers thereof in certain eases. 

SliC, 1(1. The credit or money of the State not to be given or loaned. 

Siic:. II. Counties, cities, town.s and villages not to give money or 
jiropert\* or N>an their money or credit - Their power to 
cont racr dcdit s 1 imi ted . 

AKTICI.i: iX. 

Sl,( rioN 1. Cimmion ScIuhW, Literature and United States Deposit funds. 

ARTICbli X. 

s|ii:rii)N I, SluM'it'fs, chM-ks of counties, Register and Clerk of New 

\\sv York, CorniuM'S ami District AttcM-neys — Covernor may 
re!iio\'o . 

^•dii;. , ( ) t* r i ci- , how chiv-uai or a|>piCi n t c»d . 
SI C . ' , Durat inn of of l*i ce. 
SlM • I . 1 i i;ie of e 1 ec t i on . 
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SEC. 5 

SEC. 6 

SEC. 7 

SEC. 8 

SEC. 9 



Vacancies in of^iC^, how fiiled. 
Pol it Leal year . 
Removal from offiu^*. 
WTien office deemeci Vacant 
Compensation of c^^tain officers. 

Article xr. 



SECTION 1. Militia. 

SEC. 2. Manner of choo^in^ or appointing militia officers. 

SEC. 3. Officers to be ^pp^inted by Governor and Senate-Cominissary- 

General . * 

SEC. 4. Election of militi^ officers. 

SEC. 5. Officers, how comrt^^s^ioned. 

SEC. 6. Election of militi^ officers may be abolished. 

Article xii. 

SHCTFON 1. Oath of office Prescribed. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

SECTION 1. Amendments, 

SEC. 2. Future convention^ > how called. 

Article xiv. 

I. Election- Term ^f office of Senator5 and Members 
Assembly. 

First election of ^ovsrnor and Lieutenant-Governor, when. 
State officers, an*^ others, to remain in office till Decem- 
ber 31, 1847. 

First election Of -Judicial officers, when. 
Jurisdiction o£ p^^ciing suits. 

Chancellor and Sup^^me Court- Masters in Chancery. 
Vacancy in office Chancellor, or Justice of Supreme Court, 
how filled. 
Offices abolished* 

Chancellor and Ju^'^ices of present Supreme Court , eligible. 
Officers to hol^l U^til expiration of term. 
Judicial officers %y receive fees. 
Local courts to r^^in, etc. 
When, Constitution J>oes into operation. 

Al^TICLE XV. 

1. Bribery and official corruption. 
The same subject. 

Person offering of deceiving bribe may be witness. 
District Attorney %y be removed for failure to prosecute 
violations- Exp^n^^s of prosecution, how chargeable. 



SECTION 


SEC. 


2. 


SEC . 


3. 


SEC. 


4. 


SEC. 


5. 


SEC 


6. 


SEC. 


7. 


SEC. 


8. 


SEC. 


9. 


SEC. 


10. 


SEC. 


11 . 


SEC. 


12. 


SEC . 


13. 


SECTION 


SEC. 




SEC . 


3. 


SEC. 


4. 



SECTION 1. Amondment.s, 



Articlh .KVT. 
When to take effect, 
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WF THE PEOPLH of the State of Xew York, grateful to Mmighty God for 
our Freedom, in order to secure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH THIS CON- 
STITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

SECTION 1. No member of this State shall be disfranchised, or deprived 
of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizens 
thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of 
his peers , 

SEC, 2. The trial by jury in all cases in which it has been hereto-, 
fore used, shall remain inviolate forever; but a jury trial 
may be waived by the parties in all civil cases in the manner 
to be prescribed by law, 

SEC. 3. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship , without discrimination or preference , shall forever 
be allowed in this State to all mankind; and no person shall 
be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of his 
opinions on matters of religious belief; but the liberty of 
conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to ex- 
cuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent 
with the peace or safety of tin's State. 

SEC. 4. The privilege of the writ of ''.:bras cor^rz^,.^ shall rii;-t be sus- 
pended , un less when , in ca.*- js of rebel 1 ion or iriVasioTi, the 
publ ic safety may. require its suspension. 

SEC. 5. E.xt'essix'u ball shall not be rectuire.d nor excessive fines im- 
posed, nor shall cruel and unusual punishments be inflicted, 
nor shall w'tnesses be unreasonably detained. 

SEC. 6. No person shall be held to answer for u capital or otherwise 
infamous crime (except in cases of impeachment, and in cases 
of militia when in actual service; and the land and naval forces 
in time of war, or which this State niay keep, with the con- 
sent of Congress in time of peace; and in cases of petit 
larceny, under the regulation of the Legislature,) unless on 
presentment or indictment of a grand juiry: and in any trial 
in any court whatever the party accused shall be allowed to 
appear and defend in person and with counsel as in civil 
actions.' No person shall be subject to be twice put in 
jeopardy for the same offense; nor shall he be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself; nor be 
deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of 
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, withT 
out just compensation. 

SEC. 7. When private -property shall be taken for any public use, the 
compensat ion to be made therefor , when such compensation is 
not made by the State, shall be ascertained by a jury or by 
not less than three commissioners appointed by a court of rec- 
ord, as shall be prescribed by law. Private roads may be 
opened in the manner to be prescribed by law; but in every 
case the necessity of the road, and the amount of all damage 
'D be sustained by the opening thereof, h,hall be first deter- 
mined by a jury of freeholders, and such amount, together 
with the expenses of the proceeding, shall be paid by the per- 
son to be benefited. 



SBC. 8. i:very citiien may freely speak, write and publish his senti- 
ments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that 
ri.c;lit; and no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the 
liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecu- 
tions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in 
evidence t ■ the jury; and if it shal 1 appear to the jury, that 
the matter char^^ed as libelous is true, and was published with 
pood itiot ivcs , and for Justifiable ends, the party shall be 
acouitted; and the jury shall liave the right to determine the 
law and the fact . 

ShC. 9. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected to each branch 
of the Legislature, shall be required to evcry bill appropri- 
ating the public moneys or property for local or private pur- 
poses . 

shC.lO. No law shall be passed abridging the right of the people peace 
ably to assemble and to petition the government, or any depart 
mont thereof, nor sh.all any divorce be granted, otherwise than 
by duo iudi.'U proceedings; nor shall any lottery hereafter 

be :iut .r: jr any sale of lottery tickets allowed within 

,.thiK,.S: .itf . 

sr.C. 1 I . Tho people of this State, in their right of sovereignty are 

deemed to possess the original and ultimate property in and to 
all lands within the Jurisdiction of the State; and all lands 
thiO title to which shall fail, from a defect of heirs, shall 
revert, or escheat to the people, 

Sl:C.l2. Ail feudal tenures of every description, with all their in- 
cidents are declared to be abolished, saving however all rents 
and services certain which at any time heretofore have been 
lawfully created or reserved. 

Sl:C.13. All lands witlnn this State are declared to be allodial, so 
that, subject only to the liability to escheat, the entire 
and absolute property is vested in the owners, according to 
the nature of their respective estates. 

ShC.14. Ko lease or grant of agricultural land, for a longer period 

than twelv'c years, hereafter made, in which shall be reserved 
any rent or service of any kind, shall be valid. 

*-ir.L.i5. All fines, (luarter sales, or other like restraints upon alien- 
ation reserved in any grant of land, hereafter to be made, 
shal I be void, 

.Six:.l(>. \*o purchase or contract for the sale of lands in this State 
made since the fourteenth da\' of October, one thousand seven 
hiHulred aruh seventy- f ive ; or which may hereafter be made, of, 
or with the Irulians, shall be valid, unless made under the 
autho I* i ty , and w i th the consent of the Leg i s lature . 

:-l"(!.lT'. Such parts of the common law, and of the acts of the Legisla- 
NiiH' of the Colony of New York, as together did form the law 
of the said Colony, on the nineteenth da>' of April, one thou- 
sand seven hund red and sevent\' - f i ve , and the resO 1 u t i ons of 
the Congress of the said Colon\', and of the convention of the 
^tate of \'ou' York, in force on the twentieth day of April, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy- seven , wh i ch have not 
since e.xpi red , or been repea led or altered ; ami such acts of 
the Lep, i s 1 atui-e of thJ s State as are now in force, shall be 
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and contiiv.ie the law of this State, subject to such alterations 
as the [.^'17 -siature shall make concern ina the same. But all 
such parts of the common law, and such of the said acts, or 
parts thereof, as are repui^nant to tins Cdiis c i tiitioii , are licre- 
i^y abrov.ated; and the Legislature, at its first session after 
t!ie adoption of tl^is Constitution, shall aj)poLnt three com- 
missioners, whose duty it shall be to reduce into a written 
and s>'stematic code the whole body of the law of this vState, 
or so much and such parts therof as to the said commissioners 
shall seem practicable and expedient. .And the said commissioners 
shall specif.v such alterations and amendments therein as they 
shall deem proper, and they shall at all times make reports 
ot' their [U'oceed i ny.s to the Le,u i s lature , when called upon to 
do so; and the hei^. i s I ature shall pass laws ret^ulating the 
tenure of office, the filling of ^'acancies therein, and the 
compensation of the said commi ss loners ^ and shall also provide 
tor the publication of the said code, prior to its being pre- 
sented to the Legislature for adoption. 
r>KC.lS. All grants of land within thir. State, made by the king of 

Creat Britain, or persons acting under his authority, after 
the fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, shall be null and void; but nothing contained in 
this Constitution .shall affect any grants of land within this 
State, made b>' the authority of the said king or his predeces- 
sors, or shall annul any charters to bodies politic and corpo- 
rate, by him or them made, b(^fore that day; or shall affect 
any sucii grants or charters since made by this State, or by 
jiersons acting under its authority; or shall impair the obli- 
gation of any debts contracted by the State, or individuals, 
or bodies corporate, or any other rights of property, or any 
•suits, actions, rights of action, or other proceedings in 
courts of Justice. 

ARTICLH FI. 

*sr:i:TlON' l. h.verv male citizen of the age . o f. twenty-one years wIk^ sliall 
have been a citizen for ten days'and an inluibitant of this 
State one year next preceding an election, and for the last 
four nu)nt.hs a resident of the county and for the last thirty 
days a resident of the election district in which he may 
offer his vote, shall be entitled to vote at sucli election 
in the election district of which he sliall at the time be 
a resident, -and not elsewhere, for all officers that now 
ar^* or hereafter may be elective by the people, and upon all 
ijuestions which may be submitted to the vote of the people, 
provided ^^l^'^l in time of war no elector in the actual mili- 
Car\- service nf the State, or of the United States, in the 
army or navy thereof, shall be deprived of Iris vote by 
rt-ason of his absence from such election district; and 
th.e Legislature shall have power toiM-ovide the manner in 
which and the time and place at which sucii absent electors 
nav and for the return and canvass of their votes in 

the eloction districts in which the\' respect i ve l>* reside. 

As arieiulcd vote oi' the people, Nov. .S,IS74. 
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No person who shall receive, expect or offer to receive, or pay, 
offer or promise to pay, contribute, offer or promise to con- 
tribute to another, to be, paid or used, any money or other 
V(Jluabie thing as a compensation or reward for the giving or 
withholding a vote at an election, or who shall make any prom- 
ise to influence the giving or withholding any such vote, 
or who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested 
in any bet or wager depending upon the result of any election, 
shall vote at such election; and upon challenge for. such cause, 
the person so challenged, before the officers authorized for 
that purpose shall receive his vote, shall swear or affirm be- 
fore such officers that he has not received or offered, does 
not expect to receive, has noc paid, offered or promised to 
pay, contributed, offered or promised 1:o contribute to another, 
to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing as a 
compensation or reward for the giving or withholding a vote 
at such election, and has not made any promise to influence 
the giving or withholding of any such vote, nor made or become 
directly or indirectly Interested in any bet or wager depend- 
ing upon the result of such election. The Legislature, at the 
session thereof next after the adoption of this section, shall, 
and from time to time thereafter may, enact laws excluding from 
the right of suffrage all persons convicted of bribery or'"of 
any infamous crime . 
SF:C. 5, For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have 

gained or lost a residence, by reason of his presence or absence, 
while employed in the r.ervice of the United States; nor while 
engaged in the navigation of the waters of this State, or of 
the United vStates, or of the high seas; nor while a student 
of any seminary of learning; nor while kept at any alms-house, 
or other asylum, at public expense; nor while confined in any 
public prison . 

SLC, 4. Laws shall be made for ascertaining by proper proofs the citi- 
zens who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby 
established. 

SHC. 5. All elections by the citizens shall be by ballot, except for 
such town officers as may by law be directed to be otherwise 
chosen . 

ARTrCLH in. 

Si-CTION ^. , The legislative power of this State shall be vested m a 
Senate and Assembly. 

SLC.\ 2» The Senate shall consist of thirty- two members, and the Senators 
shall be chosen for two years. The Assembly shall consist of 
one hundred and twenty-eight members, who shall be annually 
e lected . 

SL:C\ 3» The State shall be divided into thirty-two districts, to be 

called Senate districts, each of which shall choose one Senator. 
The districts shall be numbered from one to thirty-two inclusive.* 

District number One (1) shall consist of the counties of 
Suffolk , Richmond and Queens » 

District number Two C) shall consist of the county of Kings. 

M'or vxistini: Senate districts, see Chaptei' 80^, Laws of iS6(). 
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District number Thfee (3), number Pour (4), number Five (5), . 
and number Six (6) shall consist of the city and county of 
New York. And the board of supervisors of said city and county 
shall, on or before the first day- of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-seven, divide the said city and county into 
the number of Senate district.5, to which it is entitled, as 
near as may be of an equal nur.bt^r of inhabitants, excluding 
aliens and persons of color not taxed, and consisting of 
convenient and contiguous terrirory; and no Assembly district 
shall be divided in the for:::ati-Dn of a Senate district. The 
board of supervisors, when the-- shall have completed such divi- 
sion, shall cause certificates thereof, stating the number and 
boundaries of each district and the population thereof, to be 
filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and of the clerk 
of said city and county. 

District number Seven (7) shall consist of the counties 
of Westchester, Putnam and Rockland. 

District number llight (8] shall consist of the counties of 
Dutchess and Columbia. 

District number (9) shall consist of the counties of Orange 
and Sul 1 i van . 

District number Ten. (10] shall consist of the counties of 
Ulster and Greene. 

District number llleven (11] shall consist of the counties 
of Albany and Schenectady. 

District nuTiber Twelve (12) shall consist of the county of 
Rensselaer . 

District number Thirteen (13] shall consist of the counties 
of Washington and Saratoga. 

District number Fourteen (14) shall consist of the counties 
v^r Wai-ren, P.ssox and Clinton.. 

District number Fifteen (15) shall consist of the counties of 
St. Lawrence and Franklin. 

District number Sixteen (16) shall consist of the counties 
of Herkimer, Hamilton, Fulton and Montgomery. 

District number Seventeen (17) shall consist of the counties 
of Schoharie and Delaware. 

District number Eighteen (18) shall consist of the counties 
of Otsego and (HVenango. 

Dist>^ict number Nineteen (19) shall consist of the county 
of Oneida . 

District number Twenty (20) shall consist of the counties of 
Madison and Oswego. 

District number Twenty-one (21) shall consist of the counties 

nf .Icfferson and Lewis. 

District number Twenty-two (22) shall consist of the county 
of Onondaga. 

District number Twenty-three (23) shall consist of the 
counties of Cortland, Broome and Tioga. 

District number Twenty- four (24) shall consist of the 
counties of Cayuga and Wayne. 

iMstrict number Twenty-five (25) shall consist of the 
counties of Tompkins, Seneca and Yates. 



bi strict luimbur I wt/nt \'-s i x f2Gj sliali consist of the 
count iL'S of HtL'nbt'n and Clu-munu, 

District numbur Twenty -scv-eii fJ7j shall consist of the 
'lint >' o I' ^*Kmi rou . 

District number Twenty-c i t^ht (28j shall consist of the 
counties of Orleans, (ioncsei; and Niagara. 

District number Twenty-nine (29) shall consist of the 
counties of Ontario and Livingston, 

District numlKM' Thirt\' (30) shall consist of the counties 
of .A 1 1 e^'aru* and W\'omi np, . 

District niii])l)er 'i'hirty-one (31) shall consist of the county 
of iiri e. 

District number Thirty-two (32) shall consist of the counties 
Chautau(iua and Cattaraugus, 
'T.L\ 4. An enumeration of the inhabitants of the State shall be taken, 
under the direction. of tiie Legislature, in the year one thou- 
sand eit^iit hundred and fifty-five, and lA. the end of every 
ten years thereafter: and the said districts shall be so altered 
by tl]e Lei'/islature,, at tiie first session after the return 
of every enumeration, that each Senate district shall contain, 
as nearly as ma\' be, an equal number of inhabitants, excluding 
al i ens , and persons of color not taxed; and shall remain unal-^ 

tmtil the return of another enumeration, and shall at all 
times consist of contiuuous territory; and no county shall be 
divided in the formation of a Senate district, except such 
county shall be equitably ent it led to two or :i;ore senators, 
'SLC. 3. The Assembly shall consist of one hundred and twenty-eipht 

members, elected for one year. The Members of Assembly' shall 
be apportioned among the several counties of the State, by the 
Legislature, as nearly as may be, according to the number of 
their respective inhabitants, excluding aliehs, and shall be 
chosen by single districts,*^ The Assembly districts shall re- 
main as at present organized, unW,l aftcr^ the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State, in tftc year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five. The Legislature, at its,^ first session after the 
return of every enumeration, shall apportion the Members of 
Assembly among the several counties of the. .State, in manner 
aforesaid, and the board of supervisors in such counties as 
may I)e entitled under such a])p07*t i onment , to more than one 
n!eml)er, except the city and county of New York, and in said 
citv and county the hoard of aldermen of said city shall assem- 
blr at such time as the Letnslature making such apjiort i onment 
shall prescribe, and divide th.eir respective counties into 
Assembly districts, each of which districts shall consist of 
convenient and contiguous terri tory , equal to the number of 
members of AssemlHy to which such counties shall be entitled, 
and shall cause to be filed in the offices of the Secretavy 
of State and the clerks of their respective counties a des- 
cription of such districts, specifying the numl^er of each dis- 
trict and the population thereof, according to the last pre- 
cedir./ enumeration as near as can be ascertained, and the ap- 
portionment and districts shall remain unaltered until another 

A^; amended by vote of rl)e people, Novei:iber^3 , 1874. 

lor existing, AsscMiib!)* Districts, see chapter 007, Laws of 1866. 
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L?nunK'rat ion s'nall be made as herein r^rovidod. Xo town shall 
be divided in the t-Qrination of Asseinbl)' districts. Hvery 
county horetoioro e tab li shed and f^^eparately organized, except'- 
the county of Hamilton, sluall alway.'^ be entitled to one member 
of the Assembly, and no new county '^hall be hei*eafter erected, 
unless -'S [k;])u1 at i on shall entitle it to a member. The county 
of Hamilton shall elect with the county of l-ulton, un'cii the' 
population of the county of Hamilton shall, according to the 
ratio, be entitled to a' member. But the Lei)islature may abolish 
the said county of Hamilton, and annex the territory thereof 
to some other county or counties. Nothini^ in this section 
shall prevent division at any time of counties and towns, and 
the erection of new towns and counties by the Legislature. 

''^VA: . (), \:'dc\\ member of the i s 1 a t u re shall receive for his services 
an annual salary of one thousand five hundred dollars. The 
members of either house shall also receive the sum of one dollar 
for every ten miles they siuill travel, in ^oiniJ to and return- 
ini^ from their place of mectin.e, one in each session, on the 
most usual route. Senators, when the Senate alone is, convened 
in extraorriinary session, or when serving as members of the 
Court for tiie Trial of Impeacliments , and such members of the 
Assembly, ni)t cxceedini^ nine in number, as shall be appointed 
inanai',ei-s of an impeachment, shall receive an additional al ^ 
lowance of ten dollars a day. 

'SliC. 7, Xo member of the "l.ejjr ; s iaturc shall receive any civil appointment 
within this State, or the Senate of the United States, from the 
Governor, the (iovernor and Senate, or from the Lec; i s lature , or 
from any city tiovernment during? the time for which he shall 
have bv^en elected; and all such appointments and all votes 
t^iven for any sucii member for any such office or appointment 
shall be void. 

'She. 8. -.Xo person siuill be eligible to the Legislature who, at the 

7 time of his election, is, or within. one hundred days previous 
''■•'tb.oreto has been, a member of Con.(^ ress , a civil or military of- 
ficer under the United States, 'or an officer under any city 
,kM)vernment ; and if any person shall, after his election as 
a member of the Lev.» i s lature , be elected to Congress, or appoint- 
ed to any office civil or military, under the t^overnmcnt of the 
United States, or under any city government, his acceptance 
thereof .diaU vacate his seat. 
sr.C. 9. TL.r elections of Senators and ^embers of Assembly , pui'suant to 
the Mrovisions of this Constitution, shall be held on the 
TuL-sday succeeding the first ^londay of Xovember, unless other- 
wise directed by the Legislature. 
"^bC.lO. A majority of each house shal 1 const i tute ^ quorum to do busi- 
ness', [-ach house shall determine the rules of its 'own pro- 
ceedings, and be the judt^e of the elections, returns and qual- 
ifications of its own members, shall choose its own officers: 
and the Senate shall choose a temporary president, when the 
Lieutenant-Covernor shall not attend as president, or sliall 
act as Covernor. 

■^'-C'-li. ['ach house shall keep a Journal, of its proceedings, and publish 
the same, except such parts as may recjuire secrecy. Tlie 
door? of each house shall be kept open, except when the public 

* As amended by vote of the people, Nov. 3, 1S74, 



welfare shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, without 
the consent of the other » adjourn for more than two days. 

SI.C.lJ. I'or any sjK'ech or debate in eitlier house of the Legislature, 
the members shall not be (luestioned in any other place. 

Si;(:.13. Any bill ma\' originate in either house of the Lc^zislature, 

and all bills passed by one house may be amended by the other. 

SHC.14, The enact ini; clause of all biU^ shall be, "The People of the 
State of New York, 'represented in Senate and Assembly, do 
enact as follows,'* and no law ^^hall be enacted except by bill. 

ShClS. No bill shall be [massed unless by the assent of a majority of 
all the members elected to each branch of the Legislature', and 
the question upon the final passage shall be taken immediately 
upon its last reading, and the yeas and nays entered on the 
journal. 

'^l-^i:, 16. No private or local bill, which may be passed by the Legisla- 
ture, shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be 
expressed In the title. 
^S^.r.l7. No act shall be passed which shall pr. ^^ide that any existing 
law, or any part thereof, shall be made or deemed a part of 
said act, or which shall enact that any existing law, or any 
part thereof, shall be applicable, except by inserting it in 
such act . 

'-LC.IS. rhc Le^jislatiire shall not pass a private or local bill in any 
of the following cases: 

Chanty ing the names of persons. 

Laying out, opening, altering, working or discontinuing 
roads, hir'^'ways or alleys, or for draining swamps or other 
low lands . 

Locating or changing county seats. 

Providing for changes of venue Ln civil or' criminal cases. 
Incorporating villages. 

Providing for election of m^-^mbers of boards of supervisors. 
Selecting, drawing, summoni.ng or impaneling grand or petit 
j urors . 

Regulating the rate of interest on money. 

The Oldening and conduct ing of elections or designating places 
0 f vot ing , 

.Creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentage or al- 
lowances of [mblic officers, during the term for which said 
officers are elected or appointed. 

Granting to any corporation, association or individual 
the r. ,,-t to lay down railroad tracks. 

firanting to any private cor[HnMl: i'on , association or individual 
any exclusive privilege, immunity or franchise whatever. 

Providing for building bridges, and chartering companies 
for such pur[)Oses, except on the'Hudson river below Waterford, 
and on the l-ast r'iver, or over the waters forming a part of the 
bound a r i 0 s of the State. 

The Legislature shiiU pass general laws providing for the 
cases enumerated in this section, and for all other cases which 
in its judgment may be provided for by general laws. But no - 
law shall authorize the construction or operation of a street 
railroad excerpt u[:>on the condition that the consent of the 

* Sections 17 to 25, both inclusive, added by vote of the people 
Nov. .3, 1874. 
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owners of one-half in value the property bounded on, and the 
consent also of the local authorities havinti the control of 
that jiortion of a street or hl,^hway upon which it is proposed 
to construct or operate such railroad be first obtained, or in 
case the consent of such property owners cannot be obtained, 
the i^^eneral term of the supreme court, in the district in which 
it is jU'Ojiosed to be constructed, may, upon application, appoint 
three commi ssioners who shall determine, after a hearing of all 
[)arties interested, whether such railroad ought to be construc- 
ted or operated, and their determination, confirmed by the court, 
rna\' be taken in lieu of the consent of the property owners. 
SI-C.19. The hejjislature shall neither audit nor allow any private 

claim or account against the State, but may apj^ropriate money 
to pay such claims as shall have been audited and allowed 
according to law. 

She, 20. livery law which iinj:>oses, continues or revives a tax shall dis- 
tinctly state the tax and the object of which it is to be ap- 
plied, and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any other 
law to fix such tax or object. 

Sr:C.21, On the final passage, in either house of the Legislature, of 
any act which imj^oses, continues or revives a tax, or creates 
a debt or charge, or makes, continues or revives any aj)jiroj)ri- 
. at ion of public or trust money or property, or releases, dis- 
charges or commutes any claim or demand of the State, the 
cjuestion shall be taken by yeas and nays, whicli shall be duly 
entered upon the journals, and three-fifths of all the members 
elected to either house shall, in all such cases, be necessary 
to constitute a quorum therein, 

SIiC\J2. There shall be in the several counties, except in cities whose 
boundaries are the same as those of the county, a board of 
supervisors, to be composed of such members and elected in 
such manner, and for such j^eriod, as is or may be provided by 
law. In any such city the duties and powers of a board of 
su[>LM'v i sors may be devolved upon the common council or board 
of aldermen thereof. 

SIC. 23. The Legislature ::hall, by general laws, confer upon the boards 
of supervisors of the several counties of the State such 
further powers of local legislation and administration as the 
legislature may from time to time deem expedient. 

SL;C.24. The Legislature shall not, nor shall the common council of 

any city nor any board of supervisors, grant any extra compen- 
sation to any public officer, servant, agent or contractor. 

SLC.25. Sections seventeen and eighteen of this article shall not 

apply to any bill, or the amendments to any bill, which shall 
he reported to the Legislature by Commissioners *''ho have been 
appointed pursuant to law to revise the Statute 

ARTICLh TV. 

'StiCTlON 1. The executive power shall he vested in a Governor, vv'ho shall 
hold his office for three years; a Lieutenant-Governor shall 
be chosen at the same time and for the same term. The 

* As amende-.' by vote of the people, Xov . 3, 1874. 
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<;ovornor and Lieutenant-Covernrjr elected next preceding the 
the time when this s-ction shall take effect shall hold office 
during! the term for which thev were elected. 
*Sh{.:. 2, No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor or Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, except a citi-en of the United States, of 
the ajjc of not less than thirt/ years, and who shall have 
been five \'ears , neyt preceding his election, a resident of 
this State. 

ShC. I, The Governor and* Lieutenant-Governor shall be elected at the 
times and places of clioosing members of the Assembly. The 
persons respecU ve 1 >' hav ing the highest number of votes 
for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, shall be elected; but 
Ln case two or more shall have an equal and the highest num- 
ber of votes for Governor, or for Lieutenant-Governor the two 
houses oP the Legislature, at its next annual session, shall, 
forthwith, by joint-ballot, choose one of tiie said persons so 
havina an' equal and the liighest number of votes for Governor 
or L i cut enant -Governor . 
"^SL^;, 4, The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chief of the military and 

naval forces of the State. Me shall have power to convene the 
Legislature (or the Senate only) on extraordinary occasions. 
At extraordinary sessions no subject shall be acted upon, 
except such as the (Governor mav recommend for consideration, 
lie shall communicate by message to the Legislature at every 
session the condition of the State, and recommend such matters 
to them as he shall judge expedient, lie shall transact all 
necessary business with the officers of government, civil 
and military. lie shall expedite? all such measures as may be 
resolved upon hv the Legislature, and shall take care that the 
laws arc faithfully executed, ile" shall receive for his serv- 
ices an annual salary of ten tl^ousand dollars, and there 
shall be provided for his use a suitable and furnished execu- 
t i ve res idence . 

"^TiC. 5, The Governor shall have the power to grnnt reprieves, com- 
mutations and pardons after conviction, for all offenses except 
treason and cases of impeachment , 'upon such conditions, and 
with such restrictions and limitations, as he may think proper, 
subject to such regulation as m^y be provided by law relative 
to the manner of applying for pardons. Upon conviction for 
treason, he shall have power to suspend the execution of the 
sentence, until the case shall b^^ reported to the Legislature 
at Its next meeting, when the .Legi s lature shall either pardon, 
or commute i.^j sentence, direct the execution of the sentence, 
or grant a further reprieve. He shall annually communicate 
to the Legislature each case of reprieve, commutation or par- 
don granted; stp.ting the name of the convict, the crime of 
which he was convicted, the sentence and its date, and the 
date of the commutation, j-^ardon or reprieve. 

Sl-.C . 6. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, or his removal 
from office, death, inability to discharge the powers and 
duties of the said office, resignation, or absence from the 
State, the powers and duties of' the office shall devolve upon 
the Lieutenant-Governor for the residue of the term, or until 
the ^1 1 sa[)i 1 it\' shall cease. Rut when the Governor shall, with 

As amended by vote of the people, .\'ov. 5, 1874, 
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the consent of the Let', i s lature , be out of the State in time 
of war", at the head of a military force Uiui-eot', he shall 
continue coiniriaruie r- i n -ch i e f of all the military force oi' the 

7. The Lieutenant-f^ovej-nor* shall j^ossess the same (jual i fi cat ions 
of eliiMbility for office as the Governor, lie shall be ])res- 
,.ident of the Senate, but shall have only a castinu vote there- 
in.. If durint^ a •■•acancy of the office of Governor, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die,: 
or become inca[)ahle of performing the duties of his office; or 
be absent from the State, the ]'>resident of the Senate shall 
act as Governor until the vacancy be filled, or the disability 
shall cease. ; 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor shall receive for his services an ; 
annual salary of five thousEind dollars, and shall' not receive 
or be entitled to any other compensation, fee or perquisit;C 
for any duty or service he may be required to perform by tihe 
Constitution or by law. \ 

9. Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and .Assembly'., 
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor; 
if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return 
it with his objections to the house in which it shall have 
originated, which shall enter the objections at large on the 
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsi- 
deration, two-thirds of the members elected to that house 
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent together with the 
objections to the other house by which it shall likewise be re- 
considered; and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
elected to that house, it shall become a law notwithstanding 
the objections of the Governor. In all such cases, the votes 
in both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the members voting shall be entered on the journal 
of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned 
by the Governor with in ten days (Sundays- excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in 
like m.anner as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature, 
shall, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which case 
it shall not become a law without the approval of the Governor. 
.\o bill shall become a law after the final adjournment of the 
Legislature, unless approved by the Governor within thirty days 
after such adjournment. If any bill presented to the Governor 
contain several items of apjirop ri at i on of money, he may object 
to one or more, of such items while approving of the other por- 
tion- of the bill. In such case, he shall append to the bill, 
at the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which" 
he ob j ect s : and the apj'Jropri at ion so ob j ected to shall not 
take effect. If the Legislature be in session, he shall trans- 
mit to the house in which the bill originated a copy of such 
statement, and the items objected to shall be separately re- 
considered. If, on reconsideration, one or more of such items 
be approved by two- thirds of the members elected to each house, 
■the same shall be part of the law, notwithstanding the object 
t ions of the Governor. Al 1 the provis ions of this section , in 

amended by vote of the p«^ople, November 3, 1874. 
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rulation to bills not approved by the Hovernor, shall apply 
in cases in which he shall withhold his approval from any item 
or items contained in a bill appropriating m^ney. 

ARTICLH V. 

Ki'.CTlON 1. The S')cretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer and Attorney- 
General shall be chosen at a general election, and shall 
hold their offices for two years. Each of the officers 
in this article named (except the Speaker of the Assembly) 
shall, at stated times during his continuance in office, 
receive for his services, a compensation, which shall not 
be increased or diminished during the term for which he 
shall have been elected; nor shall he receive, to his use, 
any fees or perquisites of office, or oth^r compensation. 
, Si:C, 2. A State Engineer and Surveyor shall be chosen at a general 

election, and shall hold his office two year^, but no person 
shall be. elected to said office who is not a practical en- 
gineer. 

StiC, 3. Three Canal Commissioners shall be chosen at the general 

election which shall be held next after the adoption of this 
Constitution, one of whom shall hold his office for one year, 
one for two years, and one for three years. The Commissioners 
of the Canal Fund shall meet at the Capitol on the first Monday 
of January, next after such election, and determine by lot 
which of saj d Commissioners shall hold his office for one 
year,. which for two, and which for three years; and there shall' 
be elected annually, thereafter, one Canal C<^nimissioner , who 
shal' hold his office for three years. 

SliC. 4. Three inspectors of State Prisons shall be elected at the 

general election which shall be held next after the adoption 
of this Constitution, one of whom shall hold ^is office for 
one year, one for two years, and one for three years. The 
Governor, Secretary of State, and Comptroller, shall meet at 
the Capitol on the first Monday of January rl^xt --succeeding such 
election, and determine by lot which of said inspectors shall 
hold his office for one year, which for two, and which for three 
years; and there shall be elected annually tl^^reafter, one 
inspector of State Prisons, who shall hold his office for three 
years: said inspectors shall have the charge and superintendence 
of the State Prisons, and shall appoint all the officers there- 
in. All vacancies in the office of such inspector shall be 
filled by the Governor, till the next election, 

SfiC. 5. The Lieutenant-Governor, Speaker of the , Assembly , Secretary 

of State, Comptrollef~TFeas'ufef ,"~AtFornley-Ge^eral , and State 
Engineer and Surveyor, shall be' the Commissioners of the Land 
Office. The Lieutenant-Governor ," Secretary of State, Comp- 
tr^.ller, Treasurer, and Attorney-General, shall be the Com- 
missioners of the Canal Fund. The Canal Board shall consist 
of the Commissioners of the Canal Fund, the State Engineer 
and Surveyor, and the Canal Commissioners. 

ShC. 6. The -powers and duties of the respective Boards, and of the 

several officers In this article mentioned, shall be such as 
now are or hereaftei: may be prescribed by la\^« 
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rhe Trea?urcr may be suspended from office by the Governor, 
durini^ the recess of the Legislature, and until thirty days 
after the commencement of the next session of the Legislature, 
whenever it shall appear to him that such Treasurer has, in 
any particular, violated his duty. The Governor shall appoint 
a competent person to discharge the duties of the office, 
during such suspension of the Treasurer. 

All offices for the weighing, c-auging, measuring, culling or 
inspecting any merchandise, produce, manufacture or commodity 
whatever, are luM-ehy abolished, and no such office?, shall here- 
after be created by law; hut nothing in this section contained, 
shall abrogate any office created for the purpose of protec- 
ting the public health or the interests of the State in its 
property,, revenue, tolls, or purchases or of supplying the 
people with correct standards of weights and measures, or 
shall prevent the creation of any office for such purposes 
hereafter. 



ARTICLE VI. 

[Article 6 of the Constitution (except section 28) v;as 
framed by d(^ legates elected April 23, 1867, under chapter 
194, Laws of 1867, to a Constitutional Convention (con- 
vened pursuant to section 2 of article 15 of the Constitu- 
tion, by vote of the. people at the general election held 
November 6, 1866)^ which Convention met in the city of Albany, 
June 4, 1867, and adjourned February 28, 1868. 

Article 6 (except section 28) was submitted separately to 
the people, pursuant to chapter 318, Laws of 1869, at the gen- 
eral election held November 2, 1869, and declared ratified 
and adopted by the Board of State Canvassers, by certificate 
of determination, dated December 6, 1869, the official vote 
thereon, as declared, standing, "for the amended judiciary 
article,'* 247,240 votes, and "against the amended judiciary 
article," 240,442 votes.] 

'"^^CTfON' 1. The Assembly shall have the power of impeachment, by a 

vote of a majority of all the members elected. The court 
for the trial of impeachments shall be composed of the Pres- 
ident of the Senate, the Senators, or a major part of them, 
and the Judges of the Court of Appeals, or the major part 
of them. On the trial of an impeachment against the Gover- 
nor, the Lieutenant-Governor shall not act as a member of 
the court. No judicial officer shall exercise his office^ 
after articles of impeachment against him shall have been 
prcfc/'i'ec! to the Senate, until he shall have been acquitted. 
Before the trial of an impeachment, the members of the court 
shall^ take an oath or affirmation, truly and impartially 
to try the impeachment, according to evidence; and no per- 
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members present. Judgment in cases of impeachment 
shall not extend further than to removal from office, or 
remov^n from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy 
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any office of hor.or , trust, or profit, under this State: 
but the party impeached shall be liable to indictment and 
punishment according? to law, 
SLC. 2. There shall be a Court of Appeals, composed of a Chief Judge 
and six associate Judges, who shall be chosen by the electors 
of the State, and shall hold their office for the term of 
fourteen years from and inciudina the first day of January 
next after their election. At tiie first election of judges, 
under this Constitution, every elector may vote for the Chief 
and only 'four of the associate Judges. Any five members of 
the court shall form a quorum, and the concurrence of four 
shall be necessary to a decision. The court shall have the 
.appointment, with the power of removal, of its reporter and 
clerk, and of such attendants as may be necessary. 
"^HC. .3. When a vacancy shall occur, otherwise than by expiration of 
term, in the office of Chief or Associate Judge of the Court 
of Appeals, the same shall be filled, for a full term, at the 
next general election happening not less than three months 
after such vacancy occurs; and until the vacancy shall be so 
filled, the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, if the Senate shall be in session, or if not, the 
Governor alone, may appoint to fill such vacancy. If any such 
appointment of Chief Judge shall be mati'e from among the asso- 
ciate judges, a temporary appointment of associate judge shall 
be made in like manner; but in such case, the person appoint- 
ed Chief Judge shall not be deemed to vacate his office of 
associate judge any longer than. until the expiratioTi of his 
appointment as Chief Judge. The powers and jurisdiction of the 
court shall not he suspended for want of appointment or election 
when the number of judges is sufficient to constitute a 
quorum. All apj^ointments under this section shall continue ' 
until and including the last day of December next after the 
election at which the vacancy shall be filled. 
SHC. 4. Upon the organization of the Court of Appeals, under *.his 

article, the causes then pending in the present Court of Appeals 
shall become vested in the Court of Appeals hereby established. 
Such of said causes as are pending on the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, shall be heard and determined 
by a Commission, to be composed of five Commissioners of Appeals, 
four of whom shall be necessary to constitute a quorum; but 
the Court of Appeals hereby established may order any of said 
causes to be heard therein. Such Commission shall be composed 
of thee Judges of the present Court of Appeals, elected or 
appointed thereto, and a fifth Commissioner who shall be ap- 
pointed by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate; or, if the Senate be not in session, by the Gov- 
ernor; but in such case, the appointment shall expire at the 
end of the next session. 
SF-.C. 5. if any vacancy shall occur in the office of the said Commis- 
sioners, it shall be filled by. appointment by. the Governor by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate.: or if the Senate 
is not in session, by the Governor; but in such case, the ap- 
pointment shall expire at the end of the next session. The 
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(ioinmiss ione rs shall appoint, from their numbei^ ^ Chief Com- 
missioner: and may appoint and remove such at't^cndants as may 
be necesf'ary. The reporter of the Court of Appeals shall be 
t,he reporter of said Commission. The decisions of the Com- 
mission shall be certified to, and entered and enforced, as 
the judy^ments of the Court of A^^eals. The Conimission shall 
continue until the causes committed to it are determined, but 
not exceeding three years; and all causes then undetermined 
shall be heard by the Court of Appeals. 

SHC. 6. There shall be the existing Supreme Court, with general juris- 
diction in law and equity, subject to such appellate jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of Apj^eals as now is or may be prescribed 
by law: and it shall be composed of the justices no\v in office, 
who shall be continued during their respective terms, and of 
their successors. The existing judicial districts of the State 
are continued until changed pursuant to this section.* Tive 
of the justices shall reside in the district in which is thp 
city of New York, and four in each of the other districts. 
The Legislature may alter the districts, without increasing 
the number, once after every enumeration, under this Constitu- 
tion, of the inhabitants of the State. 

SBC, 7, At the first session of the Legislature, afte^ the adoption of 
this article, and from time to time thereafter as may be necesr 
sary, but not oftener than once in five years* provisions shall 
be made for organizing, in the Supreme Court, not more than 
four general terms thereof, each to be composed of a presiding 
justice, and not more than three other justices, who shall be 
designated, according to law, from the whole number of justices. 
Each presiding justice shall continue to act as such during 
his term of office. Provision shall be made be law for hold- 
ing the general terms in each judicial district,. Any justice 
of the Suprt^me Court may liold special terms and Circuit Courts, 
and may preside in Courts of Oyer and Terminer, in any county. 

Sl'C. 8. .N'o judge or justice shall sit, at a general term of any court, 
or in the Court of Appeals, in review of a decision made by 
him, or.-.by any court of which he was at the time, a sitting 
member. The testimony in equity cases shall be taken in like 
manner as in cases at law; and except as herein otherwise 
provided, the l>egislature shall have the same power to alter 
and regulate the jurisdiction and proceedings in law and equity 
that they have heretofore exercised. 

SBC. 9. KHien a vacancy shall occur, otherwise than by expiration of 

term, in the office of Justice of the Supreme Court, the same 
shall be filled, for .a full term, at the next general election 
happening not less than three months after such vacancy occurs; 
and until any vacancy shall be so filled, the Governor by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, if the Senate shall 
be in session, or if not in session, the Governor may appoint 
to fill such vacancy . Any such appointment shal 1 cent inue 
until and including the last day of December next after the 
election at which the vacancy shall be filled- 

SEC. 10. The Judges of the Court of Appeals, and the Justices of the 

Supreme Court , shall not hold any other office or public trust. 

* See chanter 241, Laws of 1847, and chapter 485, Laws of 1857, 
for existing Judicial Districts. 

47 



63 



..•yi votes for any of them, for any other than a judicial office, 
1', iven by the Legislature or the people, shall be void, 
■fudges of the Court of A;)peals, and Justices of the Supreme 
Court, may be removed by concurrent resolution of both houses 
of the Leuislature, if two-thirds of all the members elected 
to each hou.se concur therein. All judicial officers, except 
those mentioned in this section, and except Justices of the 
Peace and Judges and Justices of inferior courts not of record, 
may- be removed by the Senate, on the recommendation of the 
Covernor, if two-thirds of all the members elected to the 
Senate concur therein. But no removal shall be made, by vir- 
tue of this section, unless the can o thereof be entered on 
the journals, .nless the party complained of shall have 

been served with a copy of the charges against him, and shall 
have had an opportunity of being heard. On the question of 
removal, the yeas and nays shall be entered on the journal. 
The Superior Court of the city of New York, the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the city and county of New York, the Superior 
Court of Buffalo, and the City Court of Brooklyn, are con- 
tinued with the powers and jurisdiction they now severally 
have, and such further civil and criminal jurisdiction as may 
be conferred by law. The Superior Court of New York shall 
be composed of the six judges in office at the adoption of 
this article, and their successors; the Court of Common Pleas 
of New York, of the three judges then in office, and their 
successors, and three additional judges; the Superior Court 
of Buffalo, of the judges now in office and their successors; 
and the City Court of Brooklyn, of such number of judges, not 
exceeding three, as may be provided by law. The Judges of 
said Courts, in office at the adoption of this article, are 
continued until the expiration of their terms. A Chief Judge 
shall be appointed by the judges of each of said courts, from 
their own number, who shall act as such during his official 
term. Vacancies in the office of the judges named in this (>•/. 
section, occurring otherwise than by expiration of term, shall 
be filled in the same manner as vacancies in the Supreme Court. 
The Legislature may provide for detailing judges of the Sup- • 
erior Court and Court of Common. Pleas of ' New York, to hold 
circuits or special terms of the Supreme Court in that city, 
as the public interest may require . 

Ju.stices of the Supreme . Court shall be chosen by the electors- 
of their respective Judicial districts. Judges of all the 
courts mentioned in the last preceding section shall be chosen 
by the electors of the cities respectively in which the said 
courts are instituted. The official terms of the said' justices 
and judges who shall be elected after the adoption of this 
article shall be fourteen years from and including the first 
day of January next after their election. But no person shall 
hold the office of justice or judge of any court longer than 
until and including the last day of December next after he 
shall be seventy years of age. 

The judges and justices hereinbefore mentioned siiall receive 
for their services a compensation to be established by law, 
which shall not be diminished during their official terms. 
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Lxcc'pt the .lucines of the Court of Appeal'^ and the Justices of 
tp.c Supreme Court, they sliallbe paid, and the expenses of their 
courts defriiyed, by the cities or counties in which such courts 
are i n::i i tuled , as sha 1 1 be p rov Lded by law . 
^■l:C.i3. The existini:' county courts are continued, and the judges thereof 
in office at the adoj^tion of this article, shall hold their 
offices until the t'x;>iration of their respective terms. Their 
successors shall be chosen by the electors of the counties, 
for the term of six years. The County Courts shall have the 
powers and jurisdiction they now possess, until altered by 
the 1 ei: i s lature . They shall also have original jurisdiction, 
in all caser. where the uefendants reside in the county and 
in which the damaoes. claimed shall not exceed one thousand 
• dollars; and also such appel late jurisdiction as shall be 
provided by law, subje.:t, however, to such provision as shall 
be made by law for the removal of causes into the Supreme 
Court. fh.ey shall also have such other original jurisdiction 
as shall, from time to time, be conferred upon them by the 
Letyislature. The county Judge, with two Justices of the Peace, 
to be designated according to law, may hold Courts of Sessions, 
with such criminal jurisdiction as the Legislature shall pre- 
scribe, and he shall perform such other duties as may be re- 
(uu red by law, I!is salary, and the salary of the Surrogate 
when elected as a separate officer, shall be established by 
law, payable out of the County Treasury, and shall not be 
diminished during his term of office. The Justices of the 
Peace shall be paid, for services in Courts of Sessions, a per 
v direm allowance out of the County Treasury . The County Judge 

shall also be Surrogate of- his county; but in counties having 
a population exceeding forty thousand, the Legislature may pro- 
vide for the election of a separate officer to be Surrogate, 
whose term of office shall be the same as that of the County 
.Judge. The County Judge of any county may preside at Courts 
of Sessions, or hold County Courts, in any other county, 
except Now York and Kings, when reciuested by the judge of 
such other county . 

SLC.I6. rhe Lecjislature may, on application of the Board of Supervisors, 
provide for the election of local officers, not to exceed 
two in any county, to discharge th.e duties of County Judge 
and of Surrogate, in cases of their inability, or of a vacancy, 
and to exercise such other powers in special cases as may be 
provided by law. 

S[':C.I7, The Legislature shall provide for submitting to the electors 
of the State, at the general election in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three, two questions, to be uoted upon 
on separate ballots, as follows: l-'irst, "Shall the offices 
of Ciiief Judge and Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals, and 
of Justice of the Supreme Court, be hereafter filled by ap- 
pointment?"^ If a majorit}* of the votes upon the question 
shall ho ill the a i"f i rmat i ve , the said officers shall not 
tiiereafter be elective, but, as vacancies occur, they shall 
Ve filled by appointment by the Governor by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate; or if the Senate be not in 

*■ . Submitted to vote of the people, Xoveinner 4, 187."^- pursuant to chap. 
51-1, Laws of 1873, -and determine'd ir; the negative. 
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by the (Governor; but in such case, he shall nominate 
to the Senate when next convened, and such appointment by tlie 
Governor alone shall expire at the end of that session. ' Second, 
"Shall the offices of the iudees mentioned in sections twelve 
and fifteen of article six of the Constitution, be hereafter 
filled by appointment?""* If a majority of the votes upon the 
(luestion shall be in the affirmative, the said officers shall 
not tbi-reafter be elective, but as vacancies occur, thry shall 
filled in the manner in this section above provided. 
SHC.18. The electors of the several towns shall, at their annual 

town meeting, and in such manner as the Legislature may direct, 
elect .Justice.s of the Peace, whose term of office shall be 
four years. In case of an election to fill a vacancy occur- 
ring before the expiration of a full term, they shall hold for 
the residue of the unexpired term. Their number and classifi- 
cation may be ret^.ulated by law. Justices of the Peace, and 
Jud.^es or Justices of inferior courts not of record and their 
clerks, may be removed, after due notice and an opportunity 
of beina heard by such courts as may be prescribed by law,' 
for causes to be assigned in the order of removal.' justices 
of the Peace and district court Justices shall be elected in 
the different cities of this State, in such manner, and with 
such powers, and for such terms, respectively^ as shall be 
prescribed by law; all other judicial officers in cities, 
whose election or appointment is not otherwise provided for 
in this article, shall be chosen by the electors of cities, 
or ap[iointed by some local authorities thereof. 
Si:C.19. Inferior local courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction may 

be established by the Legislature; and, except as herein other- 
wise provided, all judicial officers shall be elected or ap- 
pointed at such times, and in such manner, as the Legislature 
may di reel . 

Clerks of the several counties shall be Clerks of the Supreme 
Court, with such powers and duties as shall be prescribed by 
law. The Clerk of the Court of Appeals shall "keep his office 
at the seat of government. His compensation shall be fixed 
by law and paid out of the public treasury. 

No judicial officer, except Justices of the Peace, shall re- 
. ceive to his own use any fees or perquisites of office; nor 
shall any Judge of the Court of Appeals, Justice of the 
Supreme Court, or Judge .of ^ci.„.Court of Record in the cities 
of New York, Brooklyn or Buffalo, practice as an attorney or 
counselor in any court of record in this State, or act as re- 
feree. 

SEC. 22. The Legislature may authorize the judgments, decrees and de- 
cisions of any court of record of original civil jurisdiction, 
established in a city, to be removed for review, directly into 
th.e Court of Appeals. 

Subrrntted to vote of the people, November 4, 187.3- pursuant to chap. 
314, Laws of 1873,- and determined in the negative. 
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C. 23. [he Lfjislaturo shall i)rovide for die speedy ■ publ icat ion of 
all Statutes, and also fur tlie Appointment by.tlie Just>G:es „ 
of thv 'Supreme Court des i I'.nated to hold t',cnerai,, , terms , of a 
reporter of the decisions of- that court. V-H*!' '1 cps\s'.a:nd j u.d i c L al 
decisions sh.all be free for inib 1 i cat i on by any person, 
-■Li:.2-l. ihe first elcctiofi of jLidoes of t:.<.. "ourt of Appeals, and of 
the three additi'Mial judt^es of tie..- . ourt of Common Pleas for 
the city and count.- of New York, -r. .11 take place on such day, 

■ between the first i .'sday of April ..-d the second Tuesday in 
..lur.o ne.^-: after tlu' adoption of tlii^. article, as^may be pro- 
vided b lav;. The C.;i;rt of Aj>peals, the Commissioners of 
Ai^peal*^ and the additional judges of ilie said Court of Com- 
mon Pie shall repectivel)' enter upon their duties on the 
first lay of July th.ereaf ter . 

s}:C.23. Surroc;at:; < , Justices o^' the Peaje, and local judicial officers 

provided for in section sixteen, in office when tlvis article 
s^-^.al 1.. take effect, shall iiold their respective offices until 

the expiration of their terms. 
Sl;:c.26. Courts of special sessions shall have such jurisdiction of 

offenses of the tirade of misdemeanors as may be prescribed by 

law. 

StC.27, [-or the relief of Surrogates' Courts, the Legislature may con- 
fer upon Courts of Record, in any county having a population 

■ exceeding four hundred thousand, the powers and jurisdiction 
of surrogates, with authority to try issues of fact by jury 
in probate causes. 

■SL:C,28. The' Court of Appeals may order any of the causes, not exceed- 
ing five hundred :n number, pending in that court 'at the time 
of the ado[ition of this provision, to be heard and determined 
by the Commissioners of Appeals, and the Legislature may ex- 
tend the term of service of the Commissioners of .Appeals, not 
exceeding two years. 

ARTICLI-: VI I . 

Sf:i:THlN 1. After paying tlic expenses of collection, superintendence and 
orxlinary repairs, there shall be appropriated and set apart 
i[i eacii fiscal yeai* out of the revenues of the State Canals, 
in eacli year*, commencing on the first da)' of June, one tliou- 
saiul eiglit hundred and forty-six, the sum of one million 
ajui three hundred thousand d'ollars until the first day of 
June, one thousand eigiit iiundred and fifty- five, and from 
tliat time the sum of one million and seven lumdred thousand 
dollars in each fiscal year, as a sinking fund to pay the 
interest and redeem the principal of that part of the State 
debt called the Canal debt, as it' existed at the time first 
aforesaid, and including three hundred thousand dollars then 
to he borrowed, until the same shall be wholly paid; and the 
[u-incipal and income of the said sinking- fund shall be 
sacredly applied to that purpose. 

Sl-.C. 2. \fter coinpl\-lnv^ with the provisions of the first section of 
this article, there sliall be appropriated and set apart out 
of rlu> suriUus revenues of the State Canals, in each fiscal 

Section 28, added Jvyvvote of the poeple, Nov. 5, 1S72. 

\\:vu\ of service of Commissioners of Appeals extended to July 1, I87S, 

b V chap . S , ! iws o f 1 <S7.'S , 
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>'car. .N^rirnciK' I 111! cii the virst day of .June, one thousand eit^ht 
iuiiuli'-d iikI t'ortv-^ix, iUl- <ur\ or tlu'co hundred and fifty thou- 
1 i^'-'" ^ unt i 1 tht' tiine v.h.en a sufficient .sum shall iuive 
anpr\.)pri ateJ and set apart, under tlK* said first section, 
C :. av the interest and ext i n^^.u i sh the -^ tire [irinci.pal of tlie 
Canal debt; and after that' period, then the sum of one million 
and :"ive hundred thousand dollars in eacli fiscal year, as a 
sink in,', fund, to pay the interest and redeem tlie jirincipal of 
th.at part of the State debt called the Ceneral l-und Debt, in- 
cludim^. t!ie debt for loans of the State credit to railroad com- 
panies v,lnch have failed to jniy the interest thereon, and 
also the contingent debt on State stocks loaned t'o incorporated 
companies whicli luive hitlierto paid tlie interest thereon, when- 
^•ver and as far as any part thereof ma>' become a charge on 
i!u; Ireasury or fieneral I-und, until the same shall be wholly 
paid; and tlie principal and income of the said last-mentioned 
sinkint^ fund shall be sacredly applied to the purpose afore- 
said: and if the payment of any part of the moneys to the said 
^•iPr. iiii; fund shall at any time be deferred, by reason of the 
[priority recci^nized in the first section of tlus article, the 
sum so def r::ci, with cuiarterly interest thereon, at the then 
current rate, si^all be paid to the last -ment i oned sinking fund, 
as soon as it can be done consistently with the just rights of 
tlie creditors l^olding said Canal Debt. 

After* paying, the said expenses of collection, superintendence 
■and repairs of the Cianals, and the sums appropriated by the 
first and second sections of this article, there shall be 
approju' i ated and set a|nirt in each fiscal )'ear, out of the 
surplus revenues of the Canals, as a sinking fund, a sum 
sufficient to pay the interest as it falls due, and extinguisli 
tile principal within eighteen years of any loan made under 
this section, and if the said sinking fund shall not be suf- 
ficient to redeem any part of the principal at the stipulated 
times of payment, or to pa>' any part of the interest of such 
loans as stipulated, the means to satisfy any such deficiency 
shall he procured on the credit oi' the said sinking fund. 
After co!npl\'ing with the foret;oing provisions, there shall be 
r^aid anraially out of the said revenues into the Treasury of the 
>tate two hundred thousand dollars, to defra\' the necessary 
expenses of government. The remainder shall, in each fiscal 
;.ear, be applied to meet appropriations for the enlargemei^t and 
e;viipIetion of the Canals mentioned in ttiis section, until the 
said Canals shall be completed. In each fiscal year thereafter 
tilt' r"riainder shall be disposed of in such manner as the Legis- 
latMi-..* itiav dirrct, hut shall at no time b(* anticipated or 
:Med,',ed for nnr»* than one year in advance. The Legislature 
'^iiall ruuiually, durini' th.e next four \'ears, appropriate to the 
• *n 1 inp'iiient of the 1 i-ie, th,e ■Iswe^M.i, the* (!nyuga and Seneca 
i.-.tna hi , and to t lu* corvp 1 e t i on o f t he H 1 ack U i ver and Cenesee 
\ illt.'y canals, and for the enlargement of the locks of the 
Cliainplain can.il, whi^never, fr^»r. dilapidation or deca\' it shall 

:i ain^MubMl b\- vnlv of t!;- peopU^^ 1'ebruar\' la, , 
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1>'.,' r^.-w'."^s.'i r;-' ru-'Ui]j ti^.ci?, a sun not l-xccug i ni^ two millions 
two hundred! and fifty t!\ousand dollars. The remainder of the 
rt.'venues of t^.o Clanals for tlie current fiscal year in whach 
sucii appro[)r i ^it i on is m--:do . shall be apf^lied to meet sucli 
approj^riatioi^; and if th.e same sluiH be deemed insufficient, 
ti-.e LeiMSlature sliaU at th.e same session provide for the 
deficiencv b;.' loan, -[he Le^Mslature sh.all also borrow one 
nillion and t-'ive hundred thousand dollars to refund to tlie 
holders of t!H' Canal revenue cert i f i <^'ates issued under the 
provisions v;f cliapter four luindred and e i :jlity- f i ve of the 
Laws of tr.e y^-ar one thousand ei^ht hundred and fifty-one, 
th.e amount r<-*<^»^MVed into the 'Ireasury tlicreon. But no interest 
to accrue aftor July first, one tliousand eipjit hundred and fifty- 
five, shall bu paid on such certificates. The provisions 
of section twelve of tliis article requiring? every law for 
borrowint'. money to be submitted to tlie people, siuill not apply 
to tb.e loans authorised by this section. No part of tlie reve- 
nues of the Canals or of tiie funds borrowed under tlvis section, 
shall be paid or applied upon or in consequence of any alleged 
contract made under cliapter four hundred and eighty-five of tlie 
haws of tlu- year one thousand eii^ht hundred and fifty-one, ex- 
cept to [)ay for work done or materials furnislied prior to 
tb.'.' first day of dune, one tiiousand eigiit iiundred and fifty- 
two. The rates of toll on persons nnd property transport'^d 
or. tl'^.e Canals shall not be reduced below tiiose for tlie year 

tiiousand oiaiu liundred and fifty-two, except by tlie Canal 
;-oard. witli tb..' concurrence of the I-c i s 1 ature . All contracts 
for work or inateriaLs on any Canal shall be made witli tlie per- 
-'On wlio sb.all offer to do or provide tlie same at tlie lowest 
. {U'ice. with adetjuate security lor tlieir [performance, 

\\o extra compensation sliall.be made to any contractor, but 
if, I'rorn any tmforeseen cause, ^tlie terms of any contract sluiH 
provf' to be unjust and oppressive, tlie Canal Board ma>', upon 
tb.e appMcation of the contractor, cancel sL:ch contract. 
"^bC,. 4, liu* claims of the State aiiainst any incorporated company to 

paN' ^b>^' interest and redeem the principal of tlie stock of tlic 
st:ite loaned or advanced to sucii company, shall he fairly en- 
for'' *d, and not released or compromised; and tlv moneys aris- 
inyr I'lT' ;i sucli claim sl^ill be set apart, and applied as part 
of tl\e ^''inkiii.; fund provided in tiie second section of this 
article. ITit tb.e time limited for tile fulfillment of any 
corulition of nn\- release or compromise lieretofore made or 
prov'id'-'d for. mfi\' 'be extended by law. 
''bC. I ^- t!u' ^'inkin^', funds, ox' either of them i^rovided in this article, 

s!mI1 prove i nsuf t*i e i ent to enable tiio State, on tlie credit 
of ^'.uc!i fund, to procure thr means, to satisfy tlie claims 
u!' t:\r crt.-ditors of the <tate a^' t!iev tu'come payat)le, the LeK" 
i^^lirivre sb.all. by i^uiitable ta\e<, -^^^ increase t\\<-' revenues 
ot" t!ie 'a:d fundus a-, to mate them, ri'spect i ve ly , sufficient 
!M/r ^'t.'Ct 1\- to preserve tiie [uiblic faitb.. I \'ery contribution 
•jr advar.ct.^ to the eana bs , or * he ; r deb't , from any source, 
-)t!,"r t-!;an r.li^*'r direct re\'^.^nui*s , sl^^all, witli ouarterU* interest, 
.1! rliV rati-', then eurrrnt, tu* rej^aid into the Treasur\', for 

* la-'.! ;MriMMp!\ ad(b'd. h\- vt)t e o\ t!»e prople, Nov, 3, 1 S:M . 
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ih'j oi" tK* '•tat:'*, (>ut ut' t.'''.^* l/Ttl rovciUK-s as ^oon as it 

c:ii! dor;'.' c^in s i s t cnt 1. v wit;^ ji^'^t rii^lits of the creditors 

::nldi:U', the .-aid L'anal dei^^t. 
"■'l'"- Vfw Lepislanire sh.all not sell. U*aso or f)therKise dispose of 

th.e [;rie canal, the Os^*e,uo ca,n^^^ , th^e Cb.airiplain canal or the 
Cayuga and Seneca canal; but tbt\^' siiall remain the property 
of t::e State, and under its nanaaeiiient forever. Hereafter 
the expend i ture.*^ for collections, r^u;)er i ntendence , ordinary 
ai\d ext ra()rd i na ry repairs un ti'*-* canals named in tliis section, 
s:;all not exceed, in any v'car, their gross receipts for th-e 
previous \ear. All funds th.at may bo derived from any Icah". 
sale or other disposition of any canal, shall be applied in 
pavment of the debt for which the canal revenues are pledged, 

'-■[X:. ?. The L^eiMslaturo shall never sell or dispose of the Salt Springs, 
bel-U'. intj to this State. The lands conti^t^uous thereto and 
wliich r;ia\* be r-'^cessary and convenient for the use of the Salt 
Sprini'S, may be sold by authority of law and under the direction 
of tlie Commissioners of the Land Office, for the purpose of 
investing, the moneys arisini? therefrom in other lands alike 
convenient; but by such sale and purchase the aggregate quantity 
of these lands 'shall not be diminished, 

'^*f'.- /*o ironeys shall ever be paid out of the Treasury of this State, 

or an>' of its funds, or any of the funds under its management, 
except in jiursuance of an appropriation In- law: nor unless such 
payment be made within two \*ears next after the passage of 
such appropriation act; and every such law making a new appro- 
priation, or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall dis- 
tinctly specify the sum approj^r i ated , :ind the object to which 
it is to be applied; and it sh^^li not be sufficient for such 
law to refer to any other law to fix such sum. 

'•^'Kl. \K The credit of tiu- State shall not, i' any manner, be given 

or loaned to, or in aid of any individual, association or' cor- 
i>orat i on . 

'^■ht', li). The State"ma>', to meet casual deficits or failures in revenues, 
or i\)v expenses not prov i ded for , cont ract debts , Init such 
ch-bts. direct and con t i ng,en t i n g !>' or in the aggregate, shall 
not, at any time, exceed one mi^^i^n of dollars; and the moneys 
a r i s i u\\ from the loans c rent i n.^Z sue!; del:) is shn 11 be appl i ed to 
tiie inirpose for wbicbi I hey wert' obtained, or to repay tlK^ 
debt so contracted, and to no otb.er P'lrpose whatever, 

^^!!-*.lI. In addition to the ni)ove limited iMMver to contract debts, the 
'<t ate :rui\* cont ract dei^t s to repe 1 i nvas 1 on , suppress i nsurroc- 
tion, or defend the State in war; iuit the money arising from 
tile ceait ract i nr, cM' such dei^s shall be applied to the purpose 
.. for which it was raised, or to repay sucli delus , and to no 
(;>t:i'.'r purpose whatever. 

^-'i.'.'.lJ, hxcept the,.chd)t,s specifMed m tiie tenth and eleventh sections 
af^ th.;- article, nc^ debts snail he hereafter contracted b>* or 
. ■■}:) b't.'balf oi^ this State, unless such debt shall i^e authori::ed 
:\v a law, for some single work ^-^i^ object, to be distinc^'ly 
specified thcM^em; and such 1 aW sliall impose and provide for 
collection oi' a direct annual tax to pay, and sufficient 
t pae tln^ interc't on sucli dcht as it falls due and also to 
;^av and discharr.e the principal ^"^'f '*aich delu within eighteen 

' .unendrMi b-;. vote n( tiaa p^^ople, Nijv . 3, IS":.! , 
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vcar' rr-.'in tl..- tin-.: of th'j cont i\ict i ru^ tiiereof. N'o such law 
s:;:ill t:ikc v't't'cct uni i'l it sh:il.l. at a general election, have 
ho'.-n subnirtc'd to tt>e p-u/Ie, and liave received a majority of 
all tlie votes cast for and at;ainst it, at such, election. On 
t.:ie i"inal [nmsai'.e of suc!^ bill in L'itr.t-r liouse of the Legis- 
lature, tile Liuestion .^-hall be taken by ayes and noes, to be 
duly entered oi\ the journals thereof, and sh.aU be: "Shall 
th.is bill r}Liss, and oueht the same to recci\-e the sanction 
of the people*?" 

rhie I-eiaslature may at any time, after the apju'oval of such 
law by the [leonle, if no debt shall have been contracted in 
pursuance thereof, repeal the same; and may at any time, by 
law, forbid the contractinv. of an\* further debt or liability 
under such law; but tfjc tax imposed by such act, in proportion 
to the debt and liability which may have been contracted, in 
pursu;ince of such law, shall remain in force and be irrepeaU 
able, and be annually collected, until the j^roceeds thereof 
shall have made .the provision hereinbefore specified to pay 
and dischariJC the interest and principal of such debt and lia- 
bility. The money arising from any loan or stock creating such 
debt or liability shall be applied to the work or object speci- 
fied in tfie act authorizin^^ such debt or liability, and for no 
other purpose whatever. No such law shall be submitted to be 
voted on, within three months after its passage, or at any 
general election, when any ottier law, or any bill, or any 
amendment to the Cc^'St itut ion shall be submitted to be voted 
'"or or aga i nst , 

*-^->l-.C,i3, The sinking funds provided for the payment of interest and the 
extinguishment of the principal of the debts of the State shall 
be separately kept and safely invested, and neither of them 
shall be appropriated or used in any manner other than for the 
specific purpose for which it shall have been provided. 

^->i:c,14. Neither the Leg i lature , Canal Board, Canal Appraisers, nor 
any person or j^ersons acting in belialf of ttie State, shall 
audit, allow, or pay any claim which, as between citizens of 
rho State, would bo barred by lapse of time. The limitation 
of existing claims shall begin to run from the adoption of 
this section: but this provision shali not be construed to 
revive claims already barred by existing statutes, nor to* re- 
peal any statute fixing the time within which claims shall 
be tu-esented or a.Uowed, nor shcal 1 it extend to any claims 
dulv presented within the time allowed by law, and prosecuted 
with duo diligence from the time of such presentment. But 
if the claimant shall be under legal disability, the claim 
mav be presented within two years after such disability is 
removed . 

ARTlCI.l: VIM, 

Sht:rb'\N I. (.iorjKM'at i ons may be formed under general laws; but stuill 
not be created hy special act, except for municipal pur- 
poses, and in cases where, in the Judgment of the Legis- 
lature, the obiects of the corporati,on cannot be attained 
under genera I 1 aws . All gene ra 1 laws and sju^c i a I acts 

* ,\s amended b\* vote of the [leople, \'ov, 5, 1874, 
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niir-SLiarit to tiny sccti^Mi, ma>' he altered from time to 



c :nu' or !'t^;)eaU'd . 
L*. J. uu-^ vrorn corpurat i oris .snail be secured b\' sucli individiuil 
Iiabilit>* of the eorporators ^ind other mean? as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 

'■^Vx: . 5. rhe term corporations as used in this article shall be con- 
strued to include all associations and jointstock companies 
havin^j, any of the powers ot privilet^es of corporations not 
possessed by individuals or partnerships. And all corpora- 
tions sh.all have the rit>ht to sue and sliall be subject to be 
sued in all courts in like ca-^cs as natural persons. 
^'•^r-C. 4. The hetuslature shall, by r^en^^ral law conform all charters of 
savinv.s banks, or institutions for savings, to a uniformity 
of powers, rights and liabilLties, and all charters hereafter 
L'.ranted for such corporations shall be made to conform tq such 
general lav;, and to such amon<^lnient s as may be made thereto. 
.*nd no suchi corporation shall have any capital stock, nor 
shall the trustees thereof, qT any of "them, have any interest 
whatever, direct or indirect, in the profits of such corpor- 
ation: and no director or tru.*^tee of any such bank or institu- 
tion shall be interested in any loan or use of any iiione)' or 
property of such bank or institution for savings. The legis- 
lature shall have no power to l^ass any act granting any special 
charter for banking purposes; but corporations or associations 
may be formed for such purpose's under general laws. 

'<l'X[. S. The hegislature sliall have no power to ;''iss any law sanction- 
ing in any manner, directly o^' indirectly, the suspension of 
S[)ecie payments, by any person, association or corporation 
issuing bank notes of any des-"iption. 

^•bC. b. The Legislature sliall provide by law for the registry of all 
bills or notes, issued or put in .-circulation as money, and 
shall recjuire ample security for tlie redemption of the same 
in specie. 

"^l.C!. ^. Ihe stockholders in every corporation and joint-stock associa- 
tion fox banking purposes issuing bank notes or any kind of 
paper credits to circulate as money, after the first day of 
-January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, shall be' 
dividually responsible to the arrount of their respective siiare 
or shares of stock in any such corporation or association, for 
all its debts, and liabilities of every kind, contracted after 
the said first da\- of Januarv, one thousand eiglit luindred and 
fi fty . 

■•"T.,i:, 8. In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking association, 
the billholders tliereof shall be entitled to preference in 
pa\ment, over all ottier creditors of such bank or association. 
'^'bC. 9, It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for the or- 
ganization of cities and i ncoTl^orated villages, and to restrict 
their power of taxation, asse'^^^ment , borrowing money, contract- 
ing debts, and loaning their credit, so as to prevent abuses 
in assessments, and in contracting debt by sucli municipal 
corporat i ons . ■ .. . .. ... 

V^IiC.lO. Neitht-r the credit nor the iTiopey of the State shall be given 
or loaned fo or in aid of any association, corporation or 

As a:iu*nded by ^'ote ot* the people, \o\\ 3, 1874. 
** Sections 10 and 11 added hy vote of the people, Nov. 3,1874. 
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uiidv rt al-. i nt' . Th i suciiui; si;all not h nvcver prevent 
i s I :itu I'L' Cuikii;^' such pro\-ision for the education 

:.ind ^-.urv-'Ort o\ t:ie blind, t:.e doaf and du!rii>, and juvenile do- 
1 i n<p..iont s , as to it v.\:\y seep [M'orer, Nor siuil 1 it apply to 
i:.^ t'undi or priVHTty now held, or which may hereafter be 
h^.-id hv tTi-.- state t'or educational piir])Oses. 
:/,h"ll, .h;.) count) , citv, town or vilhii'.e sh.all !,ereafter ^uive any 

rnon-..: or property, or loan its money or credit, to or in aid 
of anv Individual, association or cornoration, or become, di- 
r'.-^tlv ov 1 rvi ! r'L'ct the owner of stock in or bonds of any 
a s 1 at !,on or cornoration, nor sh.all vy such county, city, 
lov:v. or village be allowed to incur any indebtedness, except 
for county, c i t >• , town o" village luirposes. This section 
s}\all not. prevL'nt such count)', cit>', town or village from making 
sue I", provision for the aid or sun{»ort of its poor, as may be 
aut \\'.) V i Z'jd by law. 

ARri.CL!^ IX. 

■hCTIOX' 1. Ih.c capital of the common school fund, the capital of the 
1 i t e r-ature fund , and the cap i ta 1' o f ' the Uni ted States dc- 
posit fund, shall be respect ive 1 >' preserved inviolate.-- 
il'.e revenue of the said common school fund shall be applied 
to th.e sup 1^0 rt of common schools : the revenue of the said 
iitei-ature fund shall be applied to the support of academies, 
and tile sum of twent\'-five thous''^^d dollars of tlie revenues 
of t!ie Dnited States deposit fund shall each year be appro- 
priated to and made pai't of the capital of the said common 
school !'uruL 

ART u: hi: X. 

■i.n i. ^-'iiOr : ff^ . clerks o,^* counties, includin.^ the Register and 
(Merk of tlie city and county of New Yor.k, Coroners, and 
bi strict Attorneys, shall he chosen by the electors of the 
respective counties, once in every three years and as often 
as vacaricies shall ha}"»[)en. Sheriffs shall hold no other 
in/L he inelij*. ihle for the next three \'ea]-s aftei* 
r t.'ri!!! nat i on of their offices. They may be required by 
1 Ta ^.1 r'fii-w their seeuritv, from time to time; and in 
.i; i;i!t :)f I'ivini! ^"aich new security, their offices shall be 
■I'-f.-ned vacant. liut the count)' siiall never be made respon- 



^ 1 ' 
i-r 



lo for the acts of the Sheriff, The Governor mav remove 
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ce r , in this sect i on men t i oned , within the term for 
iri c'; shall have been elected; giving' to such officer a 
, V ■■. r,( rh.e charr.es ap.ainst inn. and an opportunity of be- 
: iveard. in his defense . 
•;i . 'unt\' ofi'icers wha)^-<' election or appointment is not pro- 
\ ; '-b'd * > !^ , b\- t h i s (!ons t 1 1 ut i on . sha 11 hv el ec ted by the elec- 
tor^-, of tiv.' re^i[>ective counties- or appointed by the Hoards of 
■ I : : t ' v i : ) ]' ^> . or ^ t h e !' c cm nU \' a u t i^i o r i t i e s , a s t he L e g i s 1 a t u r e 

direct. All e i t >■ , t(^wn and village officers, whose elec- 
ti.^n or ap'pr) ! n't men t is not pro\'ideci lor by this Constitution, 
^0^)11 el-'v'ted h\' the elector' of such cities, towr.s and 

<u]< 10 Mui 11 advh'd b\" \'.-»t e n t* th.- eeenle, Nov. 3, 1S74. 
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villages, or of some division thereof, or a]M^ointed by such 
authorities thereof, as the Legislature shaU designate for 
that tuir[iose. All other officers, whose election or appoint- 
ment is not provided for by this Constitution, and all officers 
whose offices may hereafter be created by law, shall be elected 
by the people or appointed, as the Legislature may ^irect. 

SLC. 5. When the duration of any office Is not provided by this Con- 
stitution, it may be declared by law, and if not so declared, 
such office shall be held du.>Mnu the pleasure of the author -tv 
making the appo intmt-nt . 

^'i-.C. 4. The time of electing all officers named in this article shall 
be [)rcscrihed by law. 

Si-:C. 5. The Legislature shall provide for filling vacancies in office, 
and in case of elective officers, no j^erson appointed to fill 
a vacancy shall hold his office by virtue of Such appointment 
longer than the commencement of tiie political year next suc- 
^ ceeding the first annual election after the happening of the 
vacancy. 

"-'A-.L. 6. Tlie political year and Legislative term shall begin on the 

first day of January; and the Legislature shall, every year, 
assemble on the fi rst ^Tuesday in January, unltsss a di fferent 
day shall be appointed by law, 

SiiC. 7. Provision shall be made by law for the removal for misconduct 

or malversMtlon in office of all officers except judicial whose 
powers and duties are not local or legislative and who shall 
be elected at general elections, and also fot' supplying vacan- 
cies created by such removal, 

She. 8. The Legislature may declare the cases in which any office 

shall be dfM^med vacant when no provision is niade for that pur- 
pose in this Constitution. 
^SI.C, D. So officer whose salary is fixed by the Constitution shall 

receive any additional compensation, Hach of the other vState 
officers named in the Constitution shall, during his contin- 
uance In office, receive a compensation, to bo fixed by law, 
' which shaM not be increased or diminished during the term' 

for which he shall Iiave been elected or appointed; nor shall 
he receive to li i s use, any fees or perquisit^^-^ of office or 
other compensat ion. 

ARTICLi-. 'XT . 



^^•C'[in\ 1, The militia of this State shall, at all ti^es hereafter, 

bo. armjd and discij-)! i.ned and in readiness ^or service; but 
all such inhabitants o'' ms State of^any roMgious denomin- 
ation whatever as from ^vruples of conscience may be averse 
. to bearing, arms^ shall be excused therefrC*"^ upon such con- 
ditions as shall' be prescribed by law. 
SLC. J. Militia officei*^ shall he chosen, or appointed as follows: 

v'aptains, subal .;rns, and non-commissioned officers shall be 
chosen by the written votes of the members of their respective 
companies. I'ield officers of regiments and ?Oparate battalion's 
.b\' the written votes of the commissioned officers of the re- 
spective regiments and separ.ite battalions; l^v i gad i er-Henera 1 s 

' *<-ction 9 atl(l(Hl by vote of the people, Nov. 3, 1S74. 
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and 1)1" ).L'aJ^-' 'M'.s[>oct.ors ;•. the field ofricors of their rospec- 
' i v^' 1)1* 1 i'.adt'S ; Ma j o I'-CuiU'ra Is, Br i iKid i cr - (ienera 1 s and cominand- 
in;.> off!^:'--^"^ indents or sc[^ar.'tc h'^-t ta I i ops , shall appoint 

tr.v Ktut'f ^M'ficA'rs to titoir resi^ective divisions, brii>ades, 
r-'^-i' irnunts or ^v.MKirate battalions. 
SIC. 3, -ry,e fiovt-rnor shall nominate, and \<ith the consent of the Senate 
appoint all Major-Conera Is and the Commi ssary- general . The 
Adiutant-uent- ral and other Chiefs of staff departments, and 
tho Aides"-dccam[> of the Commander-in-Chief, shall bo appointed 
bv tr.e Coverrujr, and their commi i ons shall expire with the 
tiLne forv:hicn the i;overnor shall have been elected. The 
Cobmissarv'-i^eneral sh^all hold his office for two years, lie 
shall ei^^' securit}' for the faithful execution of the duties 
of hisoffice in sueh manner and amount as shall be prescribed 
bv law. 

S[.C. .1, iiio Lo'^Lsiature shall, bv law. direct th^e time and manner of 
clectini^ mi 1 it ia of n cers , and of certifying their elections . 
to the (Governor. 

"^HC. 3. The .-•ommi^^ioned officers of the militia shall be commissioned 
bv the Governor; and no commissioned officer shall be removed 
from offi^^'j unless bv the Senate on the recommendation of 
th.o C.overnor, stating the grounds on w^hich such removal is rec- 
.)[:i:uciKlea, or by the' decision of a court-martial, pursuant to 
law. The present officers of the militia shall hold their 
commissions subject to removal, as before provided. 

'■hC. 6. In case the mode of election and appointment pf militia officers 
licr.'by directed, shall not be found conducive to the improve- 
ment of the militia, the Legislature may abolLsh the same, and 
'provide by Law for their appointment and removal, if two-thirds 
of the members present in -each house shall concur therein. 



"^^RT^CLL; kit . 

SliCTlns 1. viembers of the Legislature (and all officers, executive 
•ij^j judicial, except such inferior officers as shall be 
bv law oxempted) , shall, before they enter on the duties 
of their respective offices, take and subscribe the follow- 
in^.', oath or aff i vmat ion : "1 do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
^hat I \^ill ^tipport the Constitution of the United States, 
-nid the Constitution of the State of New York, and that I 
faithfull\- discha^jTO the duties of the office of 

_ , according to the best of my ability;" 

aiui aM such officers who shaU have been chosen at any 
..^-ction shall, before they enter on the the duties of 
^l^^.^.ir respective offices, take and subscribe the oath or 
• if f i nnat ion alcove prescribed, together with the following 
addition thereto, as part thereof: 

"And I do further solemnly swear (o>' affirm) that I have 
,^,^t dii'^'^-tly or indirectly paid, offered or prc'nised to 
p;^y, contributed, or offered or promised to contribute, 
iu/v inone\' or other valuable th.ing as a consideration or 
j.,.v;ird for tlu^ giving or withlioldinu a vote at the election 
,\t wh.iel\ 1 was elected to .said offiee, and have not made 

* A^^ amended bv vote of the people, Nov. ?, 
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>iMy pronisc to iiWlucnco the ui\'ini{ or w ithhold in^tj any such 
'-'ol^:/' ;ind lu.) och.er oath, declaration or test, shall be re- 
'Hiired as a qu.i i i f i ca t. i on for any office of iniblic trust. 

/■RTICLi: X{ n . 

1. Any arnendrnent or amendments to this Constitution may be pro- 
posed in the, Senate and Assembly and if the .same siiall be 
ai^reed to by a majority of the members elected to each of 
the two houses, such ])roposcd amendment or amendments shall 
be entered on their journals with the yeas and nays taken 
thereon, and referred to the Leuislaturc to be chosen at 
the next ^^eneral election of Senators, and shall be pub- 
lished for three months previous to the time of makinn 
such choice, and if in the Leg.islature so next chosen, as 
aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be 
agreed to by a majority of all the members elected to 
each house, then it shall be the duty of the Legislature to 
submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the people, 
in such manner and at such time as the Legislature shall 
prescribe; and if the people shall approve and ratify such 
amendment or amendments, by a najority of the electors quali- 
fied to vote for members of the Legislature, voting thereon, 
such amendment or amendments shall become part of the Con- *" 
st itut ion , 

At the general election to l-ej held in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six, and in cacb twentieth year therea-ter, and also 
at such time as the Legislature may be law provide, the ques- 
tion, "Shall there be a convention to revise the Constitution, 
and amend the same?"* shall be decided by the electors quali- 
fied to vote for members of the Legislature; and in case a 
majority of the electors so qualified, voting at such election, 
shall decide in favor of a convention for such purpose, the 
Legislature at its next session shall provide by law for the 
election of delegates to such convention, 



ARTTCLL XIV, 



iON 1. The first, election of Senators and Members of the Assembly, 
pursuant to the provisions of this Consnitut ion , shall be' 
held on the Tuesday svicceeding the first Monday of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. Ti\e Senators 
and Members of Assembly who may be in office on the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, 
shall '.old their offices until and including the thirty- 
first day of December following, and no longer, 
2. I'hc first el'ction of Covernor and L i eutenant-Covernor under 
this Constitution shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the 
first Monday of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
eight; and the Covernor and L i eutenant -Covernor in office when 
this (\wu;t: i tut ion shall take effect, shall hold their respec- 
tive offices unMl and including the thir^.y-f irst' day of Decem- 
ber of t:hat year. * 

convention, held in 18()7, pursuant hereto, proposed a new conslitu- 
iun, which was voted upon in parts, in November, I86i^, and rejected, 
xcept article six (sections 1 to inelusi\'e). 

oO 



• /-•r^.TMl , [)■ St. ri ct Attorau-ys , ^urvL-\ oi^-! ;cru;r:i 1 , Canal Coinmis- 
'•i'wi^L-rs and iMS[>c'Ctor^ of Statu- _ Pr i S(>ns , in office when this 
(.:(;i)<t i tat i on shall effect, sh.all liold thoit' r^^speetive 

of{"icvs until and 1 1 ud i. ru^, the thi i rt\'- f i rst da>' of December.., 
one thou-^^amd eiidit hundred and fort \'- seven , and no lonijer, 

-hL. 4. Tlie fir.st election of Judges and ' lerk of the Court of Appeals, 
Jus t i C'.'S of th^' ^upreiiie Court, and County ,Judtre'-'>, shall take 
plac; :ii sueli time between the first Tuesday of Ap^il and 
the secfHlrf !!i.-;da>- (M' .lune, one tliousand eii^ht hundred and 
f.)rt >• - S'"V(.ri , a^A i-av In* i^reseribed by lav;. The ^^aid courts 
sisall re spce t i 1 \' ent^-r • pon their duties on the first Monda\* 
of duly, next t! -reafter; hut the term of office of said Judges, 
Clerk and Justices as declared b\' this Constitution, shall be 
deemed to commence on the first day of January, ono thousand 
c i idi t h u n d r d a n d f o r t - e i \[h t . 

Si:c. r>. Or^. tlie first ;^konda\* of July, one t!;ousand ci^ht hundred and 
fort\'-seven , Jurisdiction of all suits and procOedings then 
pendin^^ in the present Supreme Court and Court of Chancery, 
and all suits and procecdinus ori^^inal ly commenced and then 
pendint' in any Court of Coininon Pleas (except In the city and 
county of Nov: York J , shall become vested in the Supreme Court 
!v..-reb\' established. Ih'oceed * nt^s pending in Courts of Common 
iMeas, and in suits oripjnally ''ommenccd in Justices' Courts, 
sbiall l>e transfL'rred to the County Courts provided for in this 
Ci.Mist i tut i on ; in such manner and ^'orm and uruh-r such reejilations 
MS sb.all hv provided by law. The Courts of Oyer and Terminer 
hrr-jby established shall in their respective counties have 
jurisdiction on and after the day last mentioned of all in-, 
^'ictiiu-nt^ and proceedings then pending in the present Courts 
of 0\'cr md Terminer, and also of all indictments and pro- 
ceeding's tlien uendini'. in the present Courts of Cencral Sessions 
of tb.e Peace, xce;)t in the city of New York an^ except in 
cases of wb. :ch the Courts of Sessions hereby established may 
lawfully take coiniiiiance; and of such indictments cUul proceed- 
ings t:ie Courts of Si-ss i ons hereby e " tabl i shed ^^haU .hc\ve. 
i ur i sd i c t i on on ruid after the day last mentioned, 

<\r. ti, Ib.e Chancel lor .and the present Supreme Court sliaU, respectively, 
hive the power to hear and dL'termine any of such suits and 
r>r.>ceej i nes ready on the first Monday of July, one thousand 
cmJU' Hundred and forty-seven, for iiearint^ or d^-^cision, and 
^hall, for their services therein, be entitled to their- pre- 
.^ci\t rates of compensation ur^til the first day of July, one 
thousand e i \du hundred and- f ort\*-e i eht , or until all such suits 
and p r'oceed i nv'.s sha 11 he soone r hen rd and diu r ^'iiii ned . Mast e rs 
i :\ Cb.ancery ma\* cont i nue to exerc 1 se the funct i ons of hi s 
o f f i ce unde r the p rov i s i ons of t h ^ s Const i tut i on , And the 
Suprene Court berelyv establ i shed shall also have power to hear 
and determine such of sa'id suits and proceed i nfV"^ "i^y 
p re'-c r i bed by 1 aw , 

Sl.C. " . l!i v\e;e any vaeancA' ^•J\a 1 1 occur in the (office of ('haneellor 
o r Jus 1 1 CO f t he p rr sen t Supreme Court , prev i oUs 1 y to the 
f i r .t d:\v ni" Jul\', ouv thousand ei ^ib.t hundred nnd forty-e i iJit , 
zhc !■ >viMaH)r may nominate, and b\* and with the -ubMce and 
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,..Ci.;nsont of tiic 'Senate, ajipoint a riropor person lo fill sucli 
.■ ' vacancy. \i\y .JucIlio of tin? Court of Appeals or Justice of the 
"^uprenc Court, elected under this Constitution, may receive and 
hold such appointment. 
"^[-.C. 8. The offices of Chancellor, .Justice of the existing. Supreme 

Court , Ci Vcui t .ludge, V i ce -Chancel lor , Assistant Vice-Cliancel- 
lor. Jud^e of the existing Countv Courts of each county, Su- 



rerne Court Commissioner, Master in Chancerv, T.xaminer in 



Chancery, and Surrou^ate (except as herein otlierwisc provided), 
are abolisiied, from and after tlie first Monday of July, one 
thousand eiuht hundred and forty-seven. (1S47). 
SLC . 9. The Chancellor, the Justices of the present v^upreme Court, and 
the Circuit Judges, are iKM-eby declared to be severally eli~ 
t^ible to any office at the first election under tiiis Consti- 
tut i on . 

SLC. 10. Sheriffs, Clerks of Counties (includin^T the Register and Clerk 
"of tlie City and County of New York), and Justices of tlie Peace, 
and Coroners, in office wiien tlvis Constitution shall take 
effect, shall hold tiie'r respective offices until the expira- 
tion of tlie term fu. wiiicii tliey were respectively electjed. 

SliC.ll. Judicial officers in office when tlvis Constitution shall take 
effect may continue to receive such fees and perquisites of 
off i ce as are now author i zed by law , unt i 1 the f i rs t day * of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, notwi thstand- 
ino the prov i s i ons of the twent i et h sect i on of the sixth 
article of this Constitution. ",. 

Sl:C.i2. All local courts establisiied in any city or village, including 
the Superior Court, Common Pleas, Sessions and Surrogates' 
Courts of the Cit\' and' County of. New York, shall remain^ until 
otherwise directed by the Legislature, with their present powers 
and jurisdictions: and the Judges of sucdi Courts and any clerks 
thereof in office on the first day of January, one thousand 
eight /lundred :^nd for ty. -seven , shall continue in office until 
the expiration of their terms of office, or until the Legis- 
lature shall otherwise d'rect. 

sr.C. 13. This Constitution siiall iv- in force from and including the 
first day of January, one th";>usand eight hundred and fort\'- 
seven, except a.s is herein otherwise provided. 

^.\RT1CLI■. XW 

SliCi !'■)'.' 1. Any person holdinti office under the laws of this State, who, 
e\;ept in j>a\'ment of his legal salary, fees or perquisites, 
shjil rei:eivr ov cnn*UMit lo receive, directly or indirectl)*, 
any thing of value or ot' ijcr^'onal advantage, or the promise 
tliereof , i'or performing or omitting to perform any official 
act, or ',«'ith the express or imjUied understanding that his 
official action or omission to act is to be in any degree 
influenced thereby, shall be deemed guilty of a felon)*. 
This section shall not affect the validity of any existir.g 
statute in relat ion to the offense of l^ribery. 

sr.C. J. An\' person who sh.all ofl'er or jiroinise a bribe to an officer, 
if it shall be :eivcd, shall lu^ deemed guilty of a felony 

* AjMicle IT), added by voti^ o{* the prople, Nov. 3, 1 874. 
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and 1, ial^lo to punishment, cxccj^t as iK-rein provided. Ko per- 
son offering a bribe shall, upon anv in'osecution of the officer 
tor reLcivinr. such bribe, be privileged f roin testifying in re- 
lation t'nereto, cuul he shall, not be 1 i ah to civil or criminal 
prosecution therefor, if he shall testiTy to the i^iving or 
offerii\o of such bribe. Any person who shp.ll offer or promise 
a bribe, if it be rejected by the officer to whom it is tender- 
ed, shall be deemed guilty of an attemi:)t to bribe, which is 
h^ereby declared to be a felony. 

Si;c. 3. Any person charged with receivinti a bribe, or with offerin^^ 
or promising a bribe, shall be permitted to testify in his 
own behalf in any civil or criminal prosecution therefor. 

SE-.C. 4. Any district attorney who shall fail faithfully to prosecute 
a person chart^ed with the violation in his county of any pro- 
vision of this article which ma>* come to h is knowledge , shall 
be removed fr'.m office by the Governor, after due notice and 
an 0[)portunity of beiny. heard in his defense. The expenses 
which shall be incurred by any county, in investigating and 
prosecuting any charge of bribery or attempting to bribe any 
person holding office under the laws of this State, within 
such county, or of receiving bribes by any such person in said 
county, shall be a charge against the State, and their payment 
by the State shall be provided for by law. 

* ART [CLE XVI . 

SbCTlON 1. All amendments to the Constitution shall be in force from 

and including the first day of .January succeeding the elec- 
tion at which the same were adopted, except when otherwise 
provided by such amendments. 

Done, in Convention, at the Ca[)itol in the city of Albany 
the ninth- day of October in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the seventy-first. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscT^^bed our names. 

jnilN TR.^CY, President 

.lAMbS P. STARBUCK, 

f! . W. STRONC, recre tarie^^ 

\%, SHChR, 

■ Nrru'l- lb, added bv vote of tlie people, Nov. 3, .1874. 



7 



r)3 



'.■'.)V. I, iS4j. I'or a convention to consider and alter 

Cv'ii.s t i tut i on 213 ,257 

Against 53,860 

Nov. 3, iS"4*6 . -rwr amended Constitution 221,528 

Against 92, '456 

reb.IS, 1854. !'or amendment of , section 3, of article 

for speedy completion of canals 185,771 

Against 60,526 

N'ov. 6, IS66, ^'or a convention to revise Constitu- 
tion 352,854 

.'Uuunst 256,364 

Nov. 2, 1869. F-or the amended 'Constitution 223,935 

A.aainst 290,456 

.Vov. 2, 1869. For the amended Judiciary article 247,240 

Against 240,442 

Nov, 5, 1872. !'or amendment of article 6, relatint^ 

to Commission of Appeals 176,038 

Against 9,196 

Nov. 4, 1873. F-or appointment of Judtres of Court 

of Appeals and of Supreme Court 115,337 

Against ; 319,979 

" F-or appointment of Judges of county 

and certain city courts 110,725 

Against 319,660 

Nov. 3-, 1874. F-or amendment of article 2 357,635 

Against 177,033 

Tor amendment of article 5, sections 

1 to 8 325 ,904 

Against 206,029 

i'or amendment of article 5, sections 

17 to 25 . _ . .435,313 

Against 98,050 

" " I'or amendment of article 4 336,197 

Against 196,125 

I'or amendment of article 7 428,190 

Aiiainst. 104,159 

" " 1-or amendment of article S, sect ions 

4 and 11 337,891 

Against . . .194,236 

" !'or amendment of article 8, section 10... 336, 237 

Again^^t 195,047 

J'or amendment of article 10 335,548 

Against 194,933 

" " I'or amendment of article 12 352,5 14 

Against [ . . , 179,365 

" f*or new article, 15 351,693 

Against 177,923 

For new article, 16 446,883 

Against N . . . 85,758 
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[I'liturL' cons r. i t Mt i ona 1 corueiu ions ; [u,)W called; election of 
Uc 1 ei'.a te.-. ; coin[)ensa t i on ; quo nun ; su[/in i ss ion of amendments ; 
officer's; eiiuiloyces; ruli's; vacancies.] 

'^ 2. At the general election to be hold in the year nineteen 
huadr-eci fifty-seven, and every tvvcuticth year thereafter, and 
also at such times as the legislature may by law [)rovide, the 
cjuestion "Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution 
and anieni! the same'.'" sliall be sul^mitted to and decided by the 
electors of the state; and in case a majority of the electors 
vt.)ring thereon shall decide in favor of a convention for such 
inirpose, the electors of every senate district of the state, 
as then organized, shall elect three delegates at the next en- 
suing general election, and the electors of the state voting 
at the same election shall elect fifteen de lega tcs-at- ] arge . 
Tl^c delegates so elected shall convene at the capitol on the 
first Tuesday of A[)ril next ensuing after their election, and 
shall continue their session until the business of such convention 
shall have been com[)leted. ... Any proposed constitution or 
constitutional amendment which shall have been adopted by such 
convention, shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of 
the state at the time and in the manner [)rovided by sucLi con- 
vention, at an election which shall be held not less than six 
weeks after the adjournTnent of such convention. Upon the 
ajiproval of such constitution or constitutional amendment, in 
the manner [U'ovlded in the las' preceding section, such constitu- 
tion or constitutional amendment, shall go into effect on the 
first da\" of January next aftrr such approval. ... 

( I't'om 'Yhc ^-'^^'^ ^^l^ii^i'^ oJi! the State of New York , As Amended and in 
h'orce January 1, 1974.) t i 

. Who should serve as delegates? 

- Considering the authority upon which a constitutional convention 
is convened, what kinds of people should be delegates to such a 
meeting? How should delegates be chosen? 

- To what degree will political parties play roles in a constitu- 
tional convention? 

- The paragraph omitted from the quotation, above, included pro- 
vision for paying the deleg-ites. Why is it important that this 
service not be left to volunteers? 

. What changes should be made? 

- If a constitution is seen as a document limiting the powers of 
the government for which it is constructed, what kinds of limita- 
tions are needed in a new constitution, which are not provided 
for at the present time? 

- [fa constitution is intended to distribute governing powers among 
several levels of government, what additional powers might the 
local governments request? What local buraens might cities and/or 
counties ask to have assumed by the State? 

- A constitution provides the machinery for running the government, 
that is, provisions for voting, selection of officials, the law 
making procedures, etc. What mechanical procedures presently 

• found in the State constitution need to be streamlined? 
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Whcif. kind of qoverniiiLMi L should New York State have? 

- List the purposes of the State government in this present day. 

- for each purpose, write a statement that describes tiow -the 
qovor-ninent would reflect that purpose. 

- Can these statements be cons i dered ' as limitations' on the power 
Iht' Stdte, or specific statements reflecting tfie mechanics of 
how tne' qovernineot operates? 

- ir your statements of purpose do not fit in the above categori 
write a prx^anible which contains them. 



